Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | January 8, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Stuart Hobson Student Wins Spelling Bee
*  Basketball at Stuart Hobson
*  Peabody and SWS Family Night: All About Watkins
*  DCPS High School Fair is Coming!
*  Painting the Steps at Peabody
*  Help Improve the Teacher Lounges at Stuart
*  New Tae Kwan Do Classes Forming
*  Volunteers Needed New Golf & Baseball Teams
*  Take the “My School, Our School” Parent Survey
*  Give to the Cluster – Earn a Tax Break!
*  School’s Out Next Friday and Monday
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************
Stuart Hobson Student Wins the Higher Achievement Spelling Bee

Congratulations to Stuart Hobson eighth grader Jordan Person who won the region-wide Higher Achievement Spelling Bee earlier Wednesday night.  After seven rounds, Jordan beat out six spellers from the District and Alexandria to win. Next up for Jordan, the Washington Informer/DCPS citywide spelling bee! Principal Brandon Eatman adds, “I am proud of Jordan. After finishing 10th in the citywide spelling bee last year, he set his sights on returning to win—and he did!”


************************
Stuart Hobson Hoops

Come out and cheer on our Panthers this month!

Junior Varsity
1/8
    Brent vs. Stuart-Hobson 

4pm @ Brent

1/14
    Miner vs. Stuart-Hobson 
            4pm @ SHMS

1/21
    Stuart-Hobson vs. Tyler

4pm @ Tyler

Varsity (girls and boys teams)
1/11
   Browne vs. Stuart-Hobson

3:30pm; 4:30pm @ Sherwood 

1/13
   Stuart-Hobson vs. Johnson

3:30pm; 4:30pm @ Johnson 

1/21
   Kelly Miller vs. Stuart-Hobson       3:30pm; 4:30pm @ Sherwood Rec. Center 

1/25
   Stuart-Hobson vs. Maya Angelou   3:30pm; 4:30pm @ Evans 
************************
Peabody and SWS Family Night: Learn All About Watkins!

Meet with the administrators, teachers, and parents at Watkins to learn more about what’s happening on the Cluster’s elementary school campus. Find out about reading programs like Columbia’s Reading Writing Workshop, discover Everyday Math’s exciting curriculum, check out the art and music studios and new library and computer lab, and explore how the gardens are used as living classrooms.

Wednesday, January 13
6pm
************************
DCPS High School Fair

Calling all 7th and 8th grade families, come see all that DCPS high schools have to offer and get help with enrolling. Plus get great ideas about planning for college!

Saturday, January 23
Noon – 4pm

Luke C. Moore Academy
1001 Monroe Street, NE
(Brookland Metro, Red line; limited street parking)

Learn more at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/highschool

************************
Peabody Step Painting Opportunity Still Available

Assistant Principal Suriya Douglas-Williams writes: 

“For any who are interested, the new paints and stencils - thanks Adrienne! - are in a cardboard box behind the door of the principal's office. I am concerned about the fumes, though, since it's too cold to keep the doors propped open...The next days without children in the building will be Friday, January 15 and Monday, January 18, which is a citywide day of service in honor of Dr. King's birthday. That would be a good time to plan for any building/classroom improvement projects folks have in mind.”

Come out and help finish this great facility improvement for our youngest students at Peabody and SWS!

************************
Furniture Drive for Stuart Hobson Teacher Lounges

Have a sofa or lamp or table you’re not using? Perhaps a rug, pillows, or other furnishings? Consider donating it to the Stuart Hobson Teacher Lounge Improvement Project. Contact Cluster parent Clayton Witt at clayton@cbwitt.com (clayton at cbwitt dot com) or 202.582.2889 to arrange pick-up.
************************
New Tae Kwan Do Classes Forming

Tae Kwan Do Master Guttman is taking new students (no belts) starting this week (the first week of January). The tuition is $90 per month and every other month there is a testing fee of $50. Classes are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. Students are asked to attend at least two classes a week. Interested in signing up or learning more? Please call Master Guttman at (202) 546-6275.
************************
Volunteers Needed for new Golf and Baseball Teams at Stuart Hobson & Watkins

From Cluster parent Clayton Witt:

“We are in need of Volunteers and assistants for the Golf Team and Baseball Team.

The golf program will accommodate both Watkins and Stuart Hobson Students and will begin in mid-February.

We are partnering with Langston Golf Course. Initially the instruction will take place at either Watkins or Stuart Hobson and then moving groups to Langston as appropriate to their levels or need. 

There are actually three programs in one so as to accommodate all ages and skills. The programs are:

First Tee  |  Langston Juniors  |  Jimmy Garvin All-Stars

We will need volunteers to help Mr. Ray Savoy and Sean Ketchum with basic instructions while Ray and Sean work with the more advanced students.

We will start one day a week in Mid February and move to twice a week in early March. Instruction and play can continue during the summer at Langston under the same above mentioned programs.

Donations of clubs and children golf bags are needed and appreciated.”

To learn more, please contact Clayton Witt at clayton@cbwitt.com (clayton at cbwitt dot com) or 202.582.2889.

************************
It’s not too late …
Parents – Let your Voice be Heard with School Survey!
The PTA has started the “My School, Our School” project, with the goal of crafting a strategy for the Cluster for now and the years ahead beginning with the October PTA meeting. But we need everyone’s input. 

Please take the My School, Our School survey. It’s quick – it should take fewer than 10 minutes – and it’s easy – you can do it online, through Survey Monkey. Paper copies are available in each Cluster school office.

Take the survey online
www.surveymonkey.com/s/CHCS_MYOS_survey
Make the Cluster our school! Take the survey. Thank you!

************************
Support the Cluster – Contribute to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign

Giving to the Cluster School’s Dollar-A-Day Campaign is your chance to earn a tax deduction and help a great cause – our school. Your contribution helps the CHCS PTA fund programs Cluster-wide, in each campus and in your children’s classrooms. A suggested donation of $180 per family goes a long way to ensure that all the teachers have the supplies and programs they need so that our kids have the full educational experience they deserve. 

Giving is easy and secure – go online to http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html. 
Or, write a check (payable to the Cluster School PTA) and give it and the PTA membership form – download it at 
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/2009-10PTAMembershipForm.pdf  
-  to any front office within the Cluster. 
Ever class that gets 100% participation in the Campaign earns an ice cream party!

************************

Teacher Development Day | No School Next Friday or Monday
Jump start your Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday weekend with a day off from school next Friday, January 15, while teachers participate in professional development. Students return to school on Tuesday, January 19. 

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 
 
Next Week
*  Sunday, January 10  |  Stuart Hobson Track at Sportsplex Track Showcase at PG Sports Complex, 7:45am – 3:30pm

*  Monday, January 11  |  Stuart Hobson Varsity Basketball vs. Browne at Sherwood Rec (girls and boys), 3:30 & 4:30pm
*  Wednesday, January 13  |  Stuart Hobson Varsity Basketball vs. Johnson at Johnson (girls and boys), 3:30 & 4:30pm
*  Wednesday, January 13  |  Peabody/SWS Parent Night, 6pm
*  Thursday, January 14  |  Stuart Hobson Junior Varsity Basketball vs. Miner at Stuart Hobson, 4pm

*  Friday, January 15 |  Teacher Development Day … No School for Students 

Week of January 18
*  Monday, January 18 |  Martin Luther King Day … No School 

*  Wednesday, January 20 |  Morning Open Houses at 9:30 & 10:30am at all campuses 

*  Wednesday, January 20 |  Stuart Hobson Track at DCIAA Elementary Championship, 10am – 3:30pm 

*  Thursday, January 21  |  Stuart Hobson Varsity Basketball vs. Kelly Miller at Sherwood (girls and boys), 3:30 & 4:30pm
*  Thursday, January 21  |  Stuart Hobson Junior Varsity Basketball vs. Tyler at Tyler, 4pm

*  Thursday, January 21 |  LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm 

*  Friday, January 22 |  End of Second Term | Half day of school for students

Week of January 25
*  Monday, January 25  |  Stuart Hobson Varsity Basketball vs. Maya Angelou at Evans (girls and boys), 3:30 & 4:30pm
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
