Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | January 22, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Half-Day Friday!
*  Stuart Hobson Wins History Competition
*  Golf Program Coming to Watkins  & Stuart
*  Winter Family Square Dance

*  Chancellor’s Community Forum for January

*  Cluster School Open House
*  PTA & LSRT Hosting Joint Meeting in February
*  Looking for a Seamstress for School Banner
*  Montessori 4th Graders Chosen for Model UN
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************

School’s Out at 12:15pm FRIDAY
Today is a half-day so teachers can devote some time to record-keeping for the end of the second term. 

************************

Stuart Hobson Wins “We the People” Competition
Congratulations to Stuart Hobson eighth graders on winning first place in the 2010 District of Columbia’s "We the People...the citizen and the constitution" middle school competition. Special kudos to eighth-grade history teacher Amy Trenkle for helping our students bring home the gold!
************************
Golf Coming to Watkins and Stuart Hobson

Watkins and Stuart Hobson are partnering with the Langston Golf Course to establish an Instructional and Competitive Golf Program. The program will cater to all age levels and all skill levels and will provide both basic instruction and advanced level tournament competition.

The program is slated to begin mid-February. It will be one afternoon a week from 4 – 5pm for a month, and then increase to two days a week until the summer break. 

Cluster parent Clayton Witt shares:

“Our ultimate goal is to get as many kids as possible out on the course. Langston has generously committed to accommodate us.

The three program elements are:

First Tee
http://www.thefirsttee.org/Club/Scripts/Home/home.asp

Langston Juniors 
http://www.langstonjunior.org/home.htm

Jimmy Garvin All-Stars
http://www.jimmygarvin.com/

Ray Savoy, founder and Director of Langston Juniors Boys and Girls Golf Program, will be the main instructor with assistance from a group of parent volunteers and others from the DC golf community.

Sean Ketchem, the Program Manager for First Tee, will provide instruction for the kids but primarily his focus will be to work with the volunteers who will work with the beginners.

Jimmy Garvin will take the more advanced students; their instruction will take place at Langston, most likely.

We are asking the Cluster Community to support this effort and join in by donating their time, talent, and old equipment to the program.

For those that can donate an hour a week to help, we will hold most sessions at Watkins (possibly partnering with DC Park and Rec) but will need a core group to actually go through a three-hour training course under the National Alliance of Youth Sports.

You do not need to be a golfer to help volunteer with this program. Sean and Ray will teach us how to help.

We will have an information meeting the first week in February, so be on the lookout for a flier coming home in backpacks shortly.”

To learn more, contact Clayton Witt at (202) 582 – 2889 or clayton@cbwitt.com (clayton at cbwitt dot com).

************************
Winter Family Square Dance

The Capitol Hillbillies in square dance formation – Joel Bailes on fiddle, Pearl Bailes on mouth harp, Brendan Bailes on rolling piano, Charles Bean on guitar, and Willie Gilmore on standing bass - play for the Capitol Hill family dance this weekend. This year-long tradition is family-friendly, with great refreshments for sale. 

Saturday, January 23
3 – 4:30pm
Eastern Market North Hall
7th and North Carolina Avenue, SE

************************
Chancellor’s Community Forum | January

Join Chancellor Rhee and key DCPS staff to learn "Everything You Need to Know About Pre-School/Pre-K and Out of Boundary Lottery Process" 

Wednesday, January 27
6:30 – 8pm

Ronald Brown Middle School 
4800 Meade St., NE 
Washington, D.C. 20019 

For child care, disability accommodations, and/or language interpretation services (Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Amharic, French, and American Sign Language), contact Sang Yoon at (202) 480-0860 or Sang.Yoon@dc.gov (Sang dot Yoon at dc dot gov) at least two days in advance. 

************************
Cluster School Open House

Check out the Cluster School – invite friends and neighbors considering school options. From the three-year-old program at Peabody to the Montessori program, from elementary classrooms at Watkins to the middle school experience at Stuart Hobson, the Cluster School offers a unique neighborhood school experience for students ages three through grade 8. 

Tuesday, February 9
9:30 and 10:30am

All three campuses

************************
PTA / LSRT Joint Meeting
Learn about Differentiated Instruction at the Cluster

Join the Cluster’s PTA and LSRT for a joint meeting. Learn more about the results of this fall’s My School / Our School survey and next steps and enjoy a special presentation by the LSRT on Differentiated Instruction: How the Cluster School Supports All Levels of Learning whether advanced or in need of catch-up.

Thursday, February 11
6 – 8pm
Stuart Hobson

************************
Cluster Banner Project Looking for Seamstress

Peabody art teacher, Ms. Cushman, would like to create a canvas banner featuring Peabody students' art for the lobby, but needs someone to help with sewing the banner together.

Seamstress would meet once with Ms. Leak, Watkins’ art teacher and accomplished quilter and textile artist, to get the sewing details, but then the rest of the work can be done at home on your own schedule.

If you are interested, please contact Ms. Cushman at ponymama01@yahoo.com (ponymama01 at yahoo dot com).

************************
Montessori Fourth Graders Selected for Model UN

Ms. Steele's 25 fourth graders are taking part in the week-long Model UN in New York this February representing the countries of Somalia and Brazil. Bring home what they’ve learned, they’ll host a Model UN for the Cluster at the end of the year during our annual International Week.  But they need help in defraying the costs of participation, travel and lodging. The PTA is helping … won’t you consider making a gift? 

To make a gift, visit Ms. Steele’s page at Adopt-a-Classroom at:

http://www.adoptaclassroom.org/adoption/Locator_Adopt_Donate.aspx?ClassroomID=121904&schoolID=82733
Adopt-A-Classroom (www.adoptaclassroom.org) is a non-profit organization that offers an easy and accountable way for you to donate funds and make a real difference. All donations are tax-deductible. 100% of the donation goes to the classroom. Adopt-A-Classroom takes $0 out for administration. 

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 
Next Week
*  Monday, January 25  |  Stuart Hobson Varsity Basketball vs. Maya Angelou at Evans (girls and boys), 3:30 & 4:30pm
*  Wednesday, January 27  |  Chancellor’s Community Forum at Brown Middle School, 6:30 – 8pm

Week of February 1
*  Tuesday, February 2  |  DCIAA Middle School Indoor Championships, 10am – 3pm
*  Sunday, February 7  |  Sportsplex Track Showcase at PG County Sports Complex, 7:45am – 3:30pm
Week of February 8
*  Tuesday, February 9  |  Cluster School Open House at all campuses, 9:30 & 10:30am

*  Wednesday, February 10  |  Buddy Day for K student to visit Watkins
*  Thursday, February 11  |  PTA and LSRT meeting at Stuart Hobson, 6pm 
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
