Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | January 29, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Last Day for My School, Our School Survey
*  Watkins Raises Money for Haiti
*  Pre-School/Pre-K and Out of Boundary Applications Beginning
*  Stuart Hobson Annual Ski Trip
*  PTA Meeting in February
*  Casino Night is Coming
*  Stuart Students Raising Money for Space Camp
*  DCPS Family Matters Series
*  Grant Writers & Researchers Wanted

*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************

Last Call My School, Our School Survey

Today, Friday, January 29, is the last day to take the PTA “My School, Our School” survey. Join the 100+ families who have completed the survey and make your voice heard. Hear the results at the February 11 PTA meeting. 

Take the survey – it’s quick and easy – at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CHCS_MYOS_survey 

Or pick up a copy in the front office at any of the Cluster campuses. 

************************

Watkins Raises Money for Haiti

Congratulations to the students of Watkins on their fundraising efforts on behalf of the relief effort in Haiti. Students from Montessori and the regular elementary program sold and bought homework passes, fabulous baked goods, and the right to wear crazy hats and your pjs to school. Together, they raised more than a thousand dollars. 

Read more about how Watkins students raised funds to help Haiti at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/About+DCPS/School+News/Watkins+Elementary+Students+Reaping+the+Rewards+of+Helping+Others

************************

DCPS Pre-School / Pre-K and Out-of-Boundary Application Process Begins

Whether you’re applying for a Cluster School slot in the pre-school or pre-k programs or know someone interested in applying out-of-boundary, DCPS is accepting applications now through February 28

Access the lottery application form and learn more at:
https://lottery.dcps.dc.gov/Main_Entry.aspx

************************

Stuart Hobson Annual Ski Trip

Stuart Hobson’s 6th Grade Class is sponsoring two ski trips this month to Ski Liberty in Carroll Valley Pennsylvania. The buses leave Stuart Hobson at 7am and return to Stuart Hobson at 7pm. If you have any additional questions please contact Ms. Pearson (202) 671 – 6010.

Friday, February 5 or

Thursday, February 25
7am – 7pm
 

************************
PTA General Meeting Coming Up
LSRT sponsored forum on Differentiated Instruction


Join the Cluster’s PTA for its next meeting. Learn more about the results of this fall’s My School / Our School survey and next steps, buy tickets for Casino Night, and catch up on school news. Enjoy a special forum sponsored by the Local School Restructuring Team (LSRT) on “Differentiated Instruction: How the Cluster School Supports All Levels of Learning whether advanced or in need of catch-up.”  This forum will be led by Cluster teachers who will discuss various approaches taken to differentiated instruction in Cluster classrooms. 

Thursday, February 11
6 – 8pm
Stuart Hobson

************************

Casino Night is Coming

Dice, dancing, dessert ... and a great way to support PTA initiatives at the Cluster! An evening of games of chance, DJ, wine and beer bar, and dessert buffet to benefit the PTA’s fund for arts integration, technology enhancements, and facilities improvements.


Tickets: $25

Saturday, February 20
7pm
St. Coletta’s
1901 Independence Avenue, SE

Buy tickets online at:
 http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/casinonight.html

************************
Help Stuart Students Raise Money for Space Camp

The 5th and 6th grade teams are sponsoring a fundraiser through Joe Corbi’s to raise money for students who are attending Space Camp in May. If you are interested in purchasing pizza and desserts, please see a 5th or 6th grade student. All orders must be submitted by February 12th for delivery to Stuart Hobson on February 23rd. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Harris or Ms. Dunn at (202) 671 – 6010

Check out the pizza and dessert items sold through Joe Corbi’s at:
http://www.joecorbi.com/products
 ************************
DCPS Family Matters Series for parents of 9 – 12 year olds

Learn what it’s like to be a kid today in a special FREE program for parents of pre-teen youth to learn how to communicate with their children through their teenage years and beyond. Metro cards, childcare, and dinner provided. To sign up, contact Andrea DeSantis at (202) 442-5040 or andrea.desantis@dc.gov (andrea dot desantis at dc dot gov).

Wednesdays

February 24 – March 24
5:30 – 8:30pm
Capitol Hill School TBD
************************
PTA Looking for a Few Good Grant Researchers & Writers

Have a day or two you can spend at the Foundation Center to help identify potential funders for new Cluster School projects? Want to write a grant to support a new Cluster School initiative? From bringing the DC Youth Orchestra to Stuart Hobson for music instruction to technology upgrades at Stuart Hobson to facilities improvements, the PTA is looking for volunteers to research grant makers and others to write grants. It’s a great way to support innovation at our school. Interested? Contact PTA President Amanda Bassow at abassow@gmail.com (abassow at gmail dot com). 
************************
Coming up at the Cluster 
Next Week
*  Tuesday, February 2  |  DCIAA Middle School Indoor Championships, 10am – 3pm
*  Friday, February 5  |  Stuart Hobson Ski Trip, 7am – 7pm
*  Sunday, February 7  |  Sportsplex Track Showcase at PG County Sports Complex, 7:45am – 3:30pm
Week of February 8
*  Tuesday, February 9  |  Cluster School Open House at all campuses, 9:30 & 10:30am

*  Wednesday, February 10  |  Buddy Day for K student to visit Watkins
*  Wednesday, February 10  |  Stuart Hobson Parent Planning Committee, 6:30pm
*  Thursday, February 11  |  PTA and LSRT meeting at Stuart Hobson, 6pm 
*  Friday, February 12  |  Teacher Development Day – No School

Week of February 15
*  Monday, February 15  |  Presidents’ Day Holiday – No School
*  Wednesday, February 17  |  Stuart Hobson Parent Workshop, “How to Interpret the DC CAS,” 6:30pm
*  Thursday, February 18 | LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm 

*  Saturday, February 20 |  Casino Night 

******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
