Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | March 5, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Cluster School Golf Program Orientation Meeting 
*  PTA Meeting Next Thursday
*  Stuart-Hobson Baseball Launching
*  Get in Shape for the Classic

*  Watkins Library Website Debuts
*  First Grade Meet & Greet
*  Montessori Yard Sale
*  IGU Charter School Update
*  Chancellor’s Notes
*  DCPS Calendar for Making Up Snow Days
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************

Fore! Golf at the Cluster Meeting
Parent volunteers and equipment still needed

Join us for a meeting to discuss the start-up of the program. 

The program is being designed to accommodate all skill levels and be open to kids from both Watkins and Stuart-Hobson campuses. Instruction will initially take place at Watkins with a planned start date of Monday, April 12 - one class per week for the first month and then twice a week until the end of the year.

Summer programs are available through our partner, Langston Golf Course.

To learn more / volunteer / donate equipment, contact Cluster parent Clayton Witt at clayton@cbwitt.com (clayton at cbwitt dot com) or call (202) 582-2889.

Wednesday, March 10
6pm

Watkins

************************

PTA General Meeting NEXT THURSDAY
LSRT sponsored forum on Differentiated Instruction


Join the Cluster’s PTA for its next meeting (rescheduled from February). Learn more about the results of this fall’s My School / Our School survey and next steps and catch up on school news. Enjoy a special forum sponsored by the Local School Restructuring Team (LSRT) on “Differentiated Instruction: How the Cluster School Supports All Levels of Learning whether advanced or in need of catch-up.”  This forum will be led by Cluster teachers who will discuss various approaches taken to differentiated instruction in Cluster classrooms. 

Thursday, March 11
6 -8pm
with pizza and childcare beginning at 5:30pm
Stuart-Hobson

************************

Batter up! Baseball at Stuart-Hobson
Volunteers and equipment needed

Baseball is coming to Stuart-Hobson Middle School. Come learn more about the program at an informational meeting next Thursday. 

The plan is to treat baseball as an instructional sport so the emphasis is on having fun learning and playing the game, regardless of child's level or size. All who are interested are encouraged to come out to play. The team will practice at Watkins. The game and practice schedules are being finalized by the DC Department of Athletics.

To learn more / volunteer / donate equipment, contact Cluster parent Clayton Witt at clayton@cbwitt.com (clayton at cbwitt dot com) or call (202) 582-2889.

Thursday, March 11
5:30pm
Stuart-Hobson

************************

Get in Shape for the Capitol Hill Classic

Effervescence Studio and Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks is offering a training program for the Capitol Hill Classic (Sunday, May 16) so we can all get 10K ready. The Capitol Hill Classis is our school’s largest fundraiser.
*Possible Start Date: Week of March 21, 2010

*Length of Training: 8 Weeks

*Total # of Training Sessions: 16

*All training will start at Lincoln Park

*Training Days: Tuesday & Thursdays 6-7pm

*Orientation at Stuart Hobson

*Total Cost: $40/person; $65/family 

For more information, contact Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks at ebrooks@livingcorrectly.com (ebrooks at livingcorrectly dot com).

************************

Check Out the Watkins Library Online

Watkins Librarian Steve Webber has created a new website for the Watkins Library. Log on to learn more about what is happening, how you can help, to discover new resources for you and your family. Mr. Webber promises it’s a work in progress so visit often!


Check out the new web pages for the Watkins Library at:
www.watkinslibrary.webs.com

************************
First Grade Meet & Greet 

Calling all kindergarten parents! Come meet the first grade team and learn about all of the exciting things they’re planning for your rising first grader next year. It’s a great way to see the Watkins building and learn more about all that the elementary campus of the Cluster has to offer.

Wednesday, March 10
6pm
Watkins
************************
Montessori Yard Sale is Coming!

Have gently used treasures that you no longer need nor want taking up valuable room in your house? Children’s clothing, toys, games, books, kitchen items, and more are welcome …. Adult clothing and shoes are not. Donate them to the upcoming Montessori Yard Sale (March 20).

Collection dates and times:
Saturday, March 6 
9-11am

Saturday March 13 
9-11am 

Friday, March 19 
9am-Noon 

All at Watkins Elementary 

Please no adult clothing and shoes.

************************
IGU Charter School Application Update
From Cluster parent Sandra Moscoso:

"There is currently an effort by Watkins parents and neighbors to oppose the charter high school for troubled teens that IGU is proposing for the building behind the Watkins campus. Diana Elliott, a Watkins parent, is scheduled to testify at the Charter Board hearing for the school on March 16. 

Friday, March 12, at drop off, parents will be collecting signatures from Watkins families who are also concerned about the charter high school's proposal and would like to support this testimony.” 

For additional information, please contact Diana Elliott at dbe17@yahoo.com (dbe17 at yahoo dot com) or Rob Bergman at rob@robbergman.com (rob at robbergman dot com).

************************
Chancellor’s Notes: IMPACT and the Teaching and Learning Framework

“It is an ambitious and complex process to quantify a skill that for decades has been dismissed as beyond our understanding. Yet we believe it is possible to outline the vision, goals and practices of great teaching, and to support teachers in achieving it … We are coupling a new Teaching and Learning Framework that clarifies what we believe good teaching looks like, with IMPACT, an assessment system in which principals and master educators─a position created by teacher request─observe and assess teacher practice and discuss it with teachers in a specific and thoughtful way.”

Read the full Chancellor’s Notes at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/homepage-cn-march-2-2010
************************
DCPS Releases Snow Make-Up Days Calendar

By changing some parent teacher conference days into instructional days and using the two snow make-up days in June – pushing the last day of school to Tuesday, June 22 – DCPS has decided how it will make up the teaching days lost to February’s snowstorms. 

*
March 19 will convert from a Professional Development day to a regular instruction day. *
May 17, a parent-teacher conference day, will now also be a regular instruction day. 
*
June 18, a current half day, will convert into a full regular instruction day. 
*
We will use the designated make up days June 21 and June 22. 
*
The last day of school for students and teachers is June 22. 
*
Summer school begins Monday, June 28. 

See the full calendar at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/About+DCPS/Press+Releases+and+Announcements/Press+Releases/DCPS+Releases+Snow+Make+Up+Calendar+for+the+2009-2010+School+Year

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Wednesday, March 10  |  First Grade Meet & Greet at Watkins, 6pm
*  Thursday, March 11  |  PTA Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 – 8pm (pizza & childcare, 5:30pm)

Week of March 15
*  Thursday, March 18 |  LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm
*  Saturday, March 20  |  Montessori Yard Sale at Watkins, 9am

Week of March 22
*  Wednesday, March 24  |  Arts Integration Showcase at Stuart-Hobson, 6 -8pm
*  Thursday, March 25  |  PTA Board Meeting, 6:30pm
*  Friday, March 26 |  End of 3rd advisory period 

Spring Break |  School’s Out!
*  Monday, March 29 through Monday, April 5
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
