Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | March 12, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Cluster School Golf Program Orientation Meeting 
*  PTA Meeting Next Thursday
*  Stuart-Hobson Baseball Launching
*  Get in Shape for the Classic

*  Watkins Library Website Debuts
*  First Grade Meet & Greet
*  Montessori Yard Sale
*  IGU Charter School Update
*  Chancellor’s Notes
*  DCPS Calendar for Making Up Snow Days
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************

Authors Café at Watkins TODAY

From Watkins Instructional Coach Robin Williams:

We conducted a book writing initiative. Students wrote class and individual stories in an effort to increase literacy and writing skills. One First Grade teacher, the Fourth Grade Team, and specials teachers Ms. Kurtz (computer) and Ms. Leak (art) participated in the first phase. The students are very excited about seeing their manuscripts bound professionally. The books from the first production are in and we wanted to celebrate our student authors!

The Author's Cafe will be held in the auditorium on Friday. Students will showcase their works and answer questions about their books and the writing process. 

All authors will receive participation incentives. Our next production date is May 12th.
Friday, March 12
2 – 2:45pm
Watkins

Robin Williams

202 271 7221

robinr.williams@dc.gov

************************

Stuart-Hobson Book Fair NEXT WEEK
The Stuart Hobson Book Fair, a popular event with Cluster middle schoolers, returns next week to the Stuart-Hobson lobby.  Grade level visits are:  Tuesday, 5th Grade;  Wednesday, 6th Grade;  Thursday, 7th Grade;  Friday, 8th Grade.  Students may visit the fair during lunch time as well, and after school.  Stuart-Hobson Librarian Jan MacKinnon asks, “Parents please visit to see what we have and pick up some reading for your kids' spring break.”  

Monday, March 15 – Friday, March 19
Stuart-Hobson

************************

City Council Hearing on DC Healthy Schools Act
Have questions, suggestions, concerns about school lunches? Attend, testify, or submit written testimony to the upcoming DC City Council hearing on the Healthy Schools Act. 

Friday, March 26

11am

Wilson Building 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Room 500


Learn more about the Healthy Schools Act and how to testify or submit testimony at:
http://dcfarmtoschool.org/

Check out Parents for Better D.C. School Food at:
http://groups.google.com/group/parents-for-better-dc-school-food?hl=en
and on their blog at:
http://groups.google.com/group/parents-for-better-dc-school-food?hl=en

************************

Capitol Hill Classic is coming – are you ready to run?
Train with Cluster Parent Elizabeth Brooks 

Effervescence Studio and Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks is offering a training program for the Capitol Hill Classic (Sunday, May 16) so we can all get 10K ready. The Capitol Hill Classic is our school’s largest fundraiser.
*Possible Start Date: Week of March 21, 2010

*Length of Training: 8 Weeks

*Total # of Training Sessions: 16

*All training will start at Lincoln Park

*Training Days: Tuesday & Thursdays 6-7pm

*Orientation at Stuart Hobson

*Total Cost: $40/person; $65/family 

For more information, contact Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks at ebrooks@thinkingcorrectly.com (ebrooks at thinkingcorrectly dot com).

************************

Check Out the Watkins Library Online

Watkins Librarian Steve Webber has created a new website for the Watkins Library. Log on to learn more about what is happening, how you can help, to discover new resources for you and your family. Mr. Webber promises it’s a work in progress so visit often!


Check out the new web pages for the Watkins Library at:
www.watkinslibrary.webs.com

************************
Montessori Yard Sale is Coming!

Have gently used treasures that you no longer need nor want taking up valuable room in your house? Children’s clothing, toys, games, books, kitchen items, and more are welcome …. Adult clothing and shoes are not. Donate them to the upcoming Montessori Yard Sale (March 20).

Collection dates and times:

Saturday March 13 
9-11am 

Friday, March 19 
9am-Noon 

All at Watkins Elementary 

Please no adult clothing or shoes.

************************
Feedback on Proposed DCPS 2010/12 Calendar

DCPS has posted the proposed calendar for the next school year and is seeking your feedback! Much of the calendar is the same as this school year, however there are two changes worth noting. 


The first parent teacher conference day is scheduled for Tuesday, November 2 (also a day to vote), in response to parents comments that December is too late to hold the first conference. Given school is scheduled to be closed the preceding Thursday and Friday (October 28 

& 29), some might prefer the conference day be changed to avoid having a four-day weekend then one day of school and then another day off. Suggestions: schedule the first parent teacher conference for Friday, November 12, the day following the Veteran's day holiday or keep the parent teacher conference day on Tuesday, November 2, and move the day off on Thursday, October 28 to Monday, November 1.
Given Easter is late in 2011, spring break – traditionally scheduled off of Easter Sunday – is also much later. Is 16 weeks of school without a break too long? Might some prefer to have spring break in mid-to-late March, with Good Friday and/or Easter Monday off (as the parent teacher conference day) in late April?


See the proposed calendar and offer input at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/About+DCPS/Calendars/Proposed+DCPS+Calendar+for+School+Year+2010-2011

************************
Support the Cluster School Every Time You Shop
Sign Up for eScrip and Harris Teeters’ “Together in Education”


Help support the Capitol Hill Cluster School by registering your Safeway grocery card (and other credit or debit cards) with eScrip and your Harris Teeter VIC card. These are easy ways to support the Cluster.  Please take a moment and register today – or  renew your registration if you haven’t already this school year!                    
About eScrip

The eScrip program doesn’t cost you anything and it's all automatic!  Participating merchants contribute each time our registered families make a purchase using their Safeway Club Card (or other registered cards). There are no receipts to collect, no vouchers or certificates to buy, no hassles for you – and every purchase counts.

If you have not yet registered your Safeway card, go to www.escrip.com and click sign up!  Select the Capitol Hill Cluster School PTA and type in your information.  If you’d like the coordinator to register your card, please contact Patty Jordan at pattyjordan830@hotmail.com.   If you are renewing, visit www.escrip.com and click on “YES! Renew”. You must renew each school year.


About Harris Teeters’ “Together in Education”

With this program, customers purchase select HT Brand products using their VIC card, and HT contributes a percentage of those purchase dollars to the school.  Linking your VIC card to the CHCS is easy. Simply give the cashier your VIC card and the school’s TIE number (#7467) or go to www.harristeeter.com,  click on the “Community” tab, then enter your information and click “submit information”. That is it! This one time sign up process must take place each school year.
Every purchase you make will add up to $$'s for our school.             

************************
Spring Grant Proposals for Capitol Hill Community Foundation Due March 26th

Applications for the 2010 Spring Grants - up to $2,500 - are due on Friday, March 26 at 5 pm. Grants will be made six weeks after this date. (Mini-grant requests of up to $350 can be submitted at any time and grants are generally made within two weeks.} New guidelines for applying online will be posted on the Foundation website under the tab for Community Grants. If you have questions about applying for grants, please email Stephanie Deutsch or call her at (202) 547-8624.

Learn more at:
http://www.capitolhillcommunityfoundation.org/grants/guidelines.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Monday, March 15 – Friday, March 19  |  Stuart-Hobson Book Fair
*  Thursday, March 18 |  LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm
*  Saturday, March 20  |  Montessori Yard Sale at Watkins, 9am

Week of March 22
*  Wednesday, March 24  |  Arts Integration Showcase at Stuart-Hobson, 6 -8pm
*  Thursday, March 25  |  PTA Board Meeting, 6:30pm
*  Friday, March 26 |  End of 3rd advisory period 

Spring Break |  School’s Out!
*  Monday, March 29 through Monday, April 5
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
