Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | March 19, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Stuart-Hobson Book Fair
*  Montessori Yard Sale This Weekend
*  DC Youth Orchestra Program at Stuart-Hobson
*  Stuart-Hobson Wins Championships
*  Peabody Parent Committee Meeting
*  Cluster Arts Integration Showcase
*  Chancellor’s Community Forum
*  Join the Watkins List-Serv
*  Chancellor’s Post: Race to the Top Funds
*  Principal’s Post | March
*  Train for the Classic
*  Support the Cluster when you shop at Giant
*  Give to the Dollar a Day Campaign
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************

Stuart-Hobson Book Fair LAST DAY
Last call for the Stuart Hobson Book Fair, a popular event with Cluster middle school students.  I will be open during lunch today as well as after school.  Stuart-Hobson Librarian Jan MacKinnon asks, “Parents please visit to see what we have and pick up some reading for your kids' spring break.”  

************************
Last Call: Donate FRIDAY
Shop @ the Montessori Yard Sale SATURDAY

Gently used children’s clothing, toys, games, books, kitchen items, and more are welcome …. Adult clothing and shoes are not. Donate them to the upcoming Montessori Yard Sale (March 20).

Collection dates and times:
Friday, March 19 
9am-Noon 

Yard Sale
Saturday, March 20
Morning

All at Watkins Elementary 

************************

DC Youth Orchestra Instructional Program Coming 

The DC Youth Orchestra Program (DCYOP) is beginning a 10-week instrumental program at Stuart-Hobson on Tuesday, April 6. The program starts at 7:45am, ends at 8:30am, and focuses on violin and viola instruction. Participation is limited to 5th grade students. The DCYOP will provide instruments and program costs will be determined by the number of participants. 

If you are interested, please leave your contact information in the main office mailbox labeled DCYOP by Monday, March 22. .
************************
Stuart-Hobson Athletes Win Championships
JV Basketball and Girls Indoor Track Team Triumph
$500 to Stuart-Hobson for Student Survey Participation

Congratulations to Coach Robinson and the Junior Varsity Basketball Team on winning the DCIAA Championship.  They defeated Eaton by a score of 17 to 14.  

Kudos to Coach Metts and the Girls Indoor track team on winning the DCIAA indoor championship.

Principal Eatman received $500 from DCPS Central Office because Stuart-Hobson had the highest participation rate for student surveys about the school that were administered in June of 2009.  The money will be used to purchase materials for the school.  

Way to go SHMS students! Panther pride is showing at Stuart-Hobson!

************************
Peabody Parent Committee Meeting
The Peabody Parent Committee organizes parent nights throughout the year that offer Peabody families a chance to share concerns and ideas about the school and discuss topics relevant to our children. The Parent Committee also helps implement ideas and projects to make Peabody an even better place for our children. 


Some of the discussion items for the March 24th meeting include planning an event to welcome all the families who will be joining the Peabody community next fall; an event for current kindergarten families to meet the Watkins 1st grade families and learn more about what to expect next year; and strategies for getting additional parent input on the Cluster School homework policy that is under development. 

Everyone is welcome to attend! And since many of the current Parent Committee members have children moving on to Watkins next year, we really need some more preschool and pre-K parents to join us!

Wednesday, March 24
9am
Peabody
4th Floor

************************
Cluster School Arts Integration Showcase

See how arts integration infuses the curriculum of all three campuses of the Cluster School. Paul Ruther will talk about the student exhibit at The Phillips Collection; several Preschool, PreKindergarten, and Kindergarten classes from Peabody will perform their desert stories; third graders from Watkins will share songs from the civil rights era; and Stuart-Hobson eighth graders will share their "living museum.”


Wednesday, March 24
6 – 8pm
Stuart-Hobson

************************
Chancellor’s Community Forum: The Vision for DCPS Secondary Schools  

 

Join Chancellor Michelle Rhee and Carey Wright, Deputy Chief for Teaching and Learning, for a conversation on how DCPS is preparing students for success in college, careers, and life. Great opportunity to offer your feedback.   

Wednesday, March 24                                                     

6:30 - 8pm                                                                                

Kimball Elementary School 
3375 Minnesota Ave. SE 


************************
Join the Watkins Families and Friends Listserv!

 

If you are the parent of a current or future Watkins student, please join the new Watkins Families and Friends Listserv. The listserv is a Yahoo Group where Watkins families, friends, teachers, and staff can post information about school events and activities; ask questions; and share ideas about how to make Watkins an even better learning environment for our children. 

 

Join the Watkins listserv at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WatkinsElementary. 

Questions? E-mail WatkinsElementary-owner@yahoogroups.com

************************
Chancellor’s Notes: Race to the Top Funding
DC makes the first cut

DCPS Chancellor Michelle Rhee shares what the President’s Race to the Top funding imitative may mean to DC students and how DCPS is meeting (and exceeding) some of the program’s objectives.

Read the latest Chancellor’s Notes at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Files/downloads/ABOUT%20DCPS/Chancellors%20Notes/DCPS-Chancellors-Notes-March-17-2010.pdf

************************

Principal’s Post | March

At last Thursday’s PTA meeting, Principal Brandon Eatman shared his thoughts on the state of the Cluster School:

“I want to let everyone know that parents are applying in record numbers to get their children into all campuses of the Capitol Hill Cluster School.  Our current enrollment is 1,185 students across the Cluster.  According to the combined DCPS lottery results for Peabody, SWS @ Peabody, Watkins traditional and Montessori, and Stuart-Hobson, there are 1,687 student names on the waiting list for the 2010-2011 school year.”

Read the complete post at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
Principal Eatman also shared from DCPS:


DC CAS Resource Guide
http://www.ctb.com/ncmedia/7953/2009ResourceGuide.pdf
DCPS Attendance Policy
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/AttendanceStudent1.doc


************************

Capitol Hill Classic is coming – are you ready to run?
Train with Cluster Parent Elizabeth Brooks 

Effervescence Studio and Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks is offering a training program for the Capitol Hill Classic (Sunday, May 16) so we can all get 10K ready. The Capitol Hill Classic is our school’s largest fundraiser.
*Start Date: March 23, 2010

*Length of Training: 8 Weeks

*Total # of Training Sessions: 16

*All training will start at Lincoln Park

*Training Days: Tuesday & Thursdays 6-7pm

*Orientation at Stuart Hobson

*Total Cost: $40/person; $65/family 

For more information, contact Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks at ebrooks@thinkingcorrectly.com (ebrooks at thinkingcorrectly dot com).

************************
Earn Money for the Cluster at Giant

In addition to eScrip from Safeway and TIE from Harris Teeter, we can also link our Giant Bonus cards to earn money for the Cluster School.  Go to http://www.giantfood.com/aplus, click "Register Your Card." and follow the instructions.  Every purchase becomes $$ for the Cluster.
Plus register your Safeway card at www.escrip.com. Click sign up!  Select the Capitol Hill Cluster School PTA and type in your information.  


At Harris Teeter, give the cashier your VIC card and the school’s TIE number (#7467) or go to www.harristeeter.com,  click on the “Community” tab, then enter your information and click “submit information”. 

************************
How You Can Strengthen the Cluster School
Give to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign


Parents, grandparents, godparents, neighbors, and friends are encouraged to make a gift to the Cluster School Dollar-a-Day campaign (suggested gift of $180). If you haven't given yet this school year, consider making your gift now -- and enjoy a special winter rate of $150. Your gift helps the Cluster School PTA provide classroom supplies, field trips, teacher training, arts programming, technology enhancements, and improvements to Cluster School buildings and grounds. 
Everyone who has given, or gives, the full $180 between now and May will be entered in a raffle for free registrations for the Capitol Hill Class (May 16). Make your gift today!

Make a gift to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Wednesday, March 24  |  Arts Integration Showcase at Stuart-Hobson, 6 -8pm
*  Thursday, March 25  |  PTA Board Meeting, 6:30pm
*  Friday, March 26 |  End of 3rd advisory period 
*  Friday, March 26  |  Grants Due Capitol Hill Community Foundation
*  Friday, March 26  |  DC Healthy Schools Act Hearing, DC City Council, 11am

Week of March 29
*  Monday, March 29 through Monday, April 5  |  Spring Break – School’s Out!
*  Tuesday, March 30  |  Larry Neal Writing Awards Deadline

Week of April 5
*  Monday, April 5  |  End of Spring Break – School’s Out!
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
