Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | April 2, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  DCPS Community Meeting: Teaching & Learning Framework
*  Wednesday Watkins Garden Workdays
*  Workgroup Forming for Watkins Kitchen
*  DCPS New Director of Food Service
*  Train for the Classic
*  Give to the Dollar a Day Campaign
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************

DCPS Community Meeting: Teaching and Learning Framework for Parents in Ward 6 
DCPS’ new Teaching and Learning Framework is based on research, best practices, and input from more than 500 DCPS teachers—and it provides clear values and plain language so that principals, teachers, and parents can have a common understanding about what should be happening in every DCPS classroom. Learn about the framework, how it affects your child, and its relationship to IMPACT, our new teacher evaluation system.

Tuesday, April 6
6:30 – 8pm
Eliot-Hine Middle School

1830 Constitution Avenue, NW

Learn more at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/About+DCPS/Events/Teaching+and+Learning+Framework+Community+Meeting+for+Parents+in+Ward+6,+Eliot-Hine+Middle+School
************************

Watkins Wednesday Garden Workdays Return
Wednesday workdays are back!  Watkins Master Gardener Barbara Percival shares that.”the weather is a little warmer and the weeds are growing, so we will once again be working in the Watkins gardens every Wednesday morning.  All are welcome.  Come at 9 and look for the green wheelbarrow.”

Wednesdays
9 – 10am

************************
Workgroup Forming for Watkins Kitchen

From Watkins We are exploring the possibility of putting a learning kitchen in at Watkins, to realize fully the potential of the FoodPrints program.  If you have any interest and/or expertise and would like to be part of a VERY informal working group, please contact Barbara Percival at bobperciva@aol.com


************************
DCPS Hires Chef as Director of Food Service
 

New York restaurateur and food consultant Jeff Mills has been handpicked by DCPS Chancellor Michelle Rhee to head up food service. Learn more about Mills, the challenges he faces, and his goals in a Food section story from Wednesday’s Washington Post.
 

Read the story at:  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/23/AR2010032300754.html
************************

Capitol Hill Classic is Coming – Get Ready to Run
Train with Cluster Parent Elizabeth Brooks 

It’s not too late to sign up! Effervescence Studio and Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks is offering a training program for the Capitol Hill Classic (Sunday, May 16) so we can all get 10K ready. The Capitol Hill Classic is our school’s largest fundraiser.
*All training will start at Lincoln Park

*Training Days: Tuesday & Thursdays 6-7pm

*Total Cost: $40/person; $65/family 

For more information, contact Cluster parent Elizabeth Brooks at ebrooks@thinkingcorrectly.com (ebrooks at thinkingcorrectly dot com).

************************
How You Can Strengthen the Cluster School
Give to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign


Parents, grandparents, godparents, neighbors, and friends are encouraged to make a gift to the Cluster School Dollar-a-Day campaign (suggested gift of $180). If you haven't given yet this school year, consider making your gift now -- and enjoy a special winter rate of $150. Your gift helps the Cluster School PTA provide classroom supplies, field trips, teacher training, arts programming, technology enhancements, and improvements to Cluster School buildings and grounds. 
Everyone who has given, or gives, the full $180 between now and May will be entered in a raffle for free registrations for the Capitol Hill Class (May 16). Make your gift today!

Make a gift to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Month of April
*  Monday, April 5  |  End of Spring Break – School’s Out!
*  Tuesday, April 6  |  School Resumes
*  Tuesday, April 6  |  DCPS Community Meeting at Eliot-Hine, 6:30pm
*  Wednesday, April 7  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, April 14  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, April 15 | LSRT Meeting at Stuart Hobson, 6 – 7:30pm

*  Friday, April 16 | Emancipation Day | No School 

*  Wednesday, April 21  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, April 22 | PTA Board Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm

*  Saturday, April 24 | SWS Auction and Jazz Gala at St. Marks
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am

******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
