Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | April 9, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Stuart-Hobson Students at White House
*  Help Your Child Prepare for the DC CAS
*  Cluster School Dress Code Reminder
*  Chancellor’s Notes  |  April
*  Feedback on 2010-11 School Calendar

*  Reading Buddies Needed at Watkins
*  Dreaming Big: Community Forum on Chancellor’s Five-Year Plan
*  Give to the Dollar a Day Campaign
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************

Stuart-Hobson Students Return to White House for Town Hall Meeting
20 Stuart-Hobson students attended a town hall-style meeting with First Lady Michelle Obama this Wednesday, April 7th to discuss the importance of nutrition, physical activity, and healthy living. The meeting was in support of the First Lady's initiative to combat childhood obesity, "Let's Move.” The White House has recognized Stuart-Hobson's efforts at promoting healthy living and wanted our students to participate in this national conversation.  C-SPAN moderated the session and broadcast it to thousands of schools across the nation.

See the Town Hall meeting at:
http://www.c-span.org/Watch/Media/2010/04/07/HP/R/31492/First+Lady+Tackles+Childhood+Obesity+In+QA+With+Students.aspx

************************

Help Your Child Prepare for the DC CAS
Snack Donations Requested

From Principal Eatman:

“All Capitol Hill Cluster students in grades three through eight are preparing to demonstrate their mastery of the DCPS Content Standards over the course of this school year.  The DC CAS measures students' knowledge and skills in reading and math.  Students in grades four and seven will also take a composition test.  Students in grades five and eight will take the science test.  I look forward to our students demonstrating their ability to BLAST the CAS, so that we achieve our goal of meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) at Watkins and Stuart-Hobson.


Parents, we are seeking donations for snacks during the two week testing window.  We are accepting donations of healthy snacks that will provide our students with the complex carbohydrates that they will need to fuel their brain and enhance their testing stamina.  Some examples of healthy testing snacks are granola bars, fresh fruit and Lifesavers™ peppermints or spearmints.  Watkins testing snack donations should be delivered to Ms. Trotman, and Stuart-Hobson testing snack donations should be delivered to Ms. Washington.”


This month DCPS also offers opportunities for parents to learn about the DC CAS and some simple ways to help prepare your student for the test with hour-long workshops.

See the full schedule of DCPS workshops on test preparation at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/reminder-april-5-2010-DC-CAS-prep-workshops
************************

With Warmer Weather, Please Remember the Cluster School Dress Code

From Principal Eatman:

“Spring brings warm weather that requires changes in the attire that our students wear to school.  

I need parent support to make sure that our students wear closed-toe shoes to prevent injuries in physical education classes and on the playground during recess.  It is also important to monitor clothing length.  

Ask your child to place their hands at their sides with their palms facing their thighs.  If your child's fingertips extend beyond the hem of their clothes, please ask them to put on something that passes the "finger tip test."  

Pants should be worn at or above waist-level and secured by a belt. 

 I also need your support in making sure that our students are all wearing shirts with sleeves, full coverage, and images/language that are appropriate for school.  

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support.”

************************
Chancellor's Notes: For the Love of Words - DC Fourth Graders Lead the Nation in Reading Growth - April 6, 2010

Last week, the National Assessment for Educational Progress (NAEP) released the “Nation’s Report Card” on reading. The District was one of only three jurisdictions in which fourth grade scores rose during the period from 2007 to 2009, and no state had a greater increase during that two-year period.

Read the complete Chancellor’s Notes at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/About+DCPS/Chancellor's+Corner/Chancellor's+Notes/Chancellor's+Notes:+For+the+Love+of+Words+-+DC+Fourth+Graders+Lead+the+Nation+in+Reading+Growth+-+April+6,+2010
************************
Feedback Wanted on Proposed 2010-11 School Calendar
DCPS wants to hear your voice - come discuss the proposed 2010-2011 school calendar or share share your comments online.  

Wednesday, April 14     

6:30 - 8pm                   

Scott Montgomery Elementary School 

421 P Street, NW 

View the Proposed School Calendar and offer feedback at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/reminder-april-7-2010-calendar-feedback
************************
Buddy Up for Reading at Watkins
 

It’s the perfect time to become a Reading Buddy at Watkins. With a few months left in the school year, you can help a child strengthen their reading skills and build their enthusiasm for reading before heading off for summer break. Many parents are volunteering in the library to read with children in the morning BUT there are still more children who need a Reading Buddy.

Volunteer to read with a child at Watkins from 9 – 9:30am or between 11:30am - 12:30pm any school day. Sign in as a volunteer at the front desk and check with any of the participating classrooms to be assigned a Reading Buddy. The teacher will provide you with recommended books, or you and your Buddy can choose books from the library, where you can find a quiet spot to read together.

Questions? Contact caryn.ernst@gmail.com (caryn dot Ernst at gmail dot com), or call Caryn at (202) 546 - 7990.

Participating Classrooms:

First Grade:

200 - O'Neill  | 201 – Bronner  |  202 – Padilla  |  215 – Deprez  |216 - Roche

Second Grade:

203 – Havner  |  303 – Vintch  |  314 – Davis  |  315 – Brown  |  316 - Tate

Third Grade:

300 – Deanna  |  301 – Ewart  |  302 – Wertheimer  |  304 - Leak-bower  | 305 - Heffelbower
************************

Dreaming Big: Chancellor’s Community Forum on the DCPS Five-Year Plan 

The DCPS five-year action plan provides an ambitious vision for success for the system and the children it serves.  Action steps are linked to six interdependent goals: compelling schools, great people, aligned curriculum, data-driven decisions, effective central office and an engaged community.  Learn more about and discuss this plan at this month’s Chancellor’s Community Forum. 

Wednesday, April 28 
6:30 – 8pm
Savoy Elementary School 
2400 Shannon Place, SE

************************

How You Can Strengthen the Cluster School
Give to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign


Parents, grandparents, godparents, neighbors, and friends are encouraged to make a gift to the Cluster School Dollar-a-Day campaign (suggested gift of $180). If you haven't given yet this school year, consider making your gift now -- and enjoy a special winter rate of $150. Your gift helps the Cluster School PTA provide classroom supplies, field trips, teacher training, arts programming, technology enhancements, and improvements to Cluster School buildings and grounds. 
Everyone who has given, or gives, the full $180 between now and May will be entered in a raffle for free registrations for the Capitol Hill Class (May 16). Make your gift today!

Make a gift to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Wednesday, April 14  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, April 15 | LSRT Meeting at Stuart Hobson, 6 – 7:30pm

*  Friday, April 16 | Emancipation Day | No School 

Week of April 19
*  Monday, April 19  |  Report Cards Issued
*  Monday, April 19 – Friday, April 30  |  DC CAS Testing Grades 3 - 8
*  Wednesday, April 21  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, April 22 | PTA Board Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm

*  Saturday, April 24 | SWS Auction and Jazz Gala at St. Marks

Week of April 26
*  Through Friday, April 30  |  DC CAS Testing Grades 3 – 8
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
