Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | April 16, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Emancipation Day  |  School’s Out
*  Stuart-Hobson Students Win Citywide Science Fair
*  DC CAS Testing April 19 - 30
*  News from the Watkins Garden
*  SWS Auction is Coming!
*  Capitol Hill Middle School Improvements Meeting
*  Summer School Registration
*  A Letter from Chancellor Rhee

*  WTU & DCPS Tentative Agreement
*  Give to the Dollar a Day Campaign
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************

Emancipation Day |  School’s Out 
TODAY, FRIDAY, APRIL 16
************************

Stuart-Hobson Student Win Big at Citywide Science Fair
 

Stuart-Hobson had 20 outstanding students participate in the city-wide Science Fair on March 27. All together, they represented 19 projects and took home 27 awards in total—the largest number from any school in the city! Congratulations to the students and thank you to Ms. Mitchell-Dunn, 6th grade Science Teacher, and Ms. Talbot, Instructional Coach, for organizing the students and providing transportation to and from the fair. 

Behavioral and Social Sciences
Isaiah Thompson, 6th grade
Aliyah Pearson, 8th grade—Special Award winner
Jackson Engman & William Bates, 6th grade—Special Award winners

Chemistry
Marianne Warwick, 6th grade—2nd Place
Page Harrison, 6th grade
Camille Capozzi, 6th grade
Cleo Krupa, 6th grade—Honorable Mention and Special Award winner

Physics and Astronomy
Maddox Boshart, 6th grade

Mathematics
Courtney Thomas, Jr., 8th grade—Honorable Mention and Special Award winner

Plant Science
Grace Mitchell, 7th grade—1st Place and winner of 3 Special Awards

Medicine and Health
Jamila Spears, 6th grade—Honorable Mention and Special Award winner

Environmental Sciences
Brendon Westray, 6th grade
Mia De Jesus-Martin, 7th grade—Special Award winner
Jocelyn Williams, 8th grade—Honorable Mention
Jordan Dunn, 6th grade—winner of 2 Special Awards

Engineering: Electrical and Mechanical
Evelyn MacPherson, 7th grade—2nd Place and winner of 3 Special Awards
Jack Ewart, 7th grade

Engineering: Materials and Bioengineering
Gregory McCourt, 6th grade
Chase Ammon, 8th grade—1st Place and winner of 2 Special Awards

Computer Science
Owen Duffy, 8th grade--Special Award winner

Cellular and Molecular Biology
Ayana Dozier, 6th grade

************************

DC CAS Testing April 19 - 30
DC CAS measures student academic proficiency in English Language Arts, Math and Science. Students in grades 3 through 8, 10 and those taking science classes will take the tests.

To help prepare your child for the tests establish some routines (which can also be used year-round): set a regular time for your child to study and read; limit how much time they watch TV or play video games; have them go to bed at a reasonable time; ensure they have breakfast (remember all DCPS students can eat breakfast for free); arrive at school on time; and ask your child how the school day went. 

Please remember that there is very little for make-up tests so please have your child at school each day. If sections of the test are missed and a child does not make up that portion of the text in accordance with OSSE rules and procedures that portion of the test will be invalidated.

Watkins and Stuart-Hobson campuses are seeking parent donations of snacks (granola bars, mints, and gum – special exception for testing – to support our students during testing. To make a donation, please see the guidance counselor.

************************
News from the Watkins Garden

From Master Gardener Barbara Percival:

The cherry trees are blooming in Washington, so we are looking forward to spending much more time in the gardens in the next few months.  

--  The first and third grades will be planting, tending and harvesting the Edible Schoolyard (peas, potatoes, carrots, onions, radishes, lettuce, spinach and other greens), as well as continuing to cook and learn about nutrition in our FoodPrints classes.

--  The fourth grade classes will be working in computer class on making field guides to the plants in their Wetlands Garden, and then will continue with observations as the garden springs back to life in April and May.  In February they had three great lessons about wetlands with Laurie Raines of Environmental Concern.  We will be working with Environmental Concern to plant another section of the Wetlands Garden in late May.

--  The Montessori and second grade classes will be out in the gardens and around the neighborhood observing the signs of spring.

We also hope to have our first permanent signs installed in the gardens by late spring, and are still working on the fence for the Edible Schoolyard.

Hands On DC will send us volunteers on April 24 for their Servathon work day.  We hope to get the gardens mulched in preparation for the summer heat.  
************************

SWS Auction is Coming
Come support SWS with a fun evening out!  Dinner – gumbo and jambalaya - catered by FoodArts and music by Paul Carr Jazz.  Plus you could be the winning bid on more than 300 items, including a Chef’s Table at Belga Café, tons of theater tickets, one hour kitchen consultation, beautiful art made by the students of SWS, and a vacation home for a week in Maine.


Saturday, April 24
6pm

St. Marks Episcopal Church

301 A Street, SE


Learn more and buy tickets by calling SWS Lead Teacher John Burst at (202) 698 – 3283 or online at:
http://www.swsauction.org

************************

CHPSPO Proposal to Improve Capitol Hill Middle Schools
Cluster School Town Hall Meeting NEXT FRIDAY

The Capitol Hill Public School Parent Organization (CHPSPO), working with input from the Cluster School, Brent, Maury, Ludlow-Taylor, Tyler, and Miner, has developed a proposal for the improvement of our middle schools on Capitol Hill; you may remember their survey on middle schools from last summer. Their proposal was presented to Chancellor Rhee before Spring Break. It was well received.

DCPS liaisons are now working with parents and principals from the above schools, in addition to Payne, Eliot Hine, and Jefferson to come up with a DCPS 'counter proposal' by end April/early May. 

Want to learn more about the future of middle schools on Capitol Hill and the possible changes to Watkins and Stuart Hobson? Join the group for a presentation to the Cluster community.

Cluster Town Hall Meeting

Friday, April 23 

6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Stuart Hobson Auditorium

Featured speakers: Brandon Eatman, CHCS Principal

Clayton Witt, CHCS parent

Sandra Moscoso, CHCS parent

Sanja Bebic, CHCS parent

Questions? Want to help? Contact:

- Sandra Moscoso: smoscosomills@hotmail.com (smoscosomills at hotmail dot com)

- Sanja Bebic: sbebic@cal.org (sbebic at cal dot org)

Learn more about this effort and provide ideas and feedback at: 
http://capitolhillmiddleschools.ning.com
************************

Summer School Registration Open

This summer is offering summer enrichment programs to help students reach their academic goals. For Summer School 2010, DCPS is operating a half‐day program for students in grades kindergarten through eight. Additionally, DCPS will offer elementary school students afternoon enrichment programs. Students will also receive breakfast, snacks and lunch free of charge. 

All students are welcome to apply, but students who require extra help according to test scores as well as teacher/principal recommendations may be prioritized. To enroll, please fill out and submit the attached student enrollment form by Friday, April 30. Please submit your child’s form to his/her school’s afterschool coordinator. 

Monday, June 28 - Friday, August 6
8am – 1pm, academic program
1 – 6pm, enrichment program for elementary school students


Learn more about DC summer school and download the enrollment form at:

http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Beyond+the+Classroom/Summer+School
************************
A Letter from Chancellor Rhee

April 14, 2010 

Members of the DCPS Community: 

There has been a good deal of buzz around the city during these last couple of days—around the DC Public Schools' budget, the ground-breaking tentative agreement between the Washington Teachers' Union and DCPS, and the financial information provided to DCPS by the Office of the Chief Financial Officer. Some of the conversation has been confusing and confounding. I believe the editorial in today's Washington Post, included below, lays out the issues clearly.

I am certain that these matters will be resolved. The children in our schools are making clear gains, and they need the collaboration and support of all of us in order to continue to do so. 

Please feel free to forward and otherwise spread this to friends, coworkers, and anyone else who shares our commitment to DC Public Schools and the children who attend them. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Rhee 

Read the Washington Post editorial at:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/14/AR2010041404720.html
************************
WTU & DCPS Announce Tentative Contract Agreement

Negotiators for the Washington Teachers’ Union (WTU) and the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) have reached a tentative contract agreement that will help improve teaching and learning in D.C.’s public schools. The tentative agreement, reached after a long and well-documented collective bargaining process, will provide every child in our city with the best education possible.

Read the joint statement at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/chat-april9-contract
************************

How You Can Strengthen the Cluster School
Give to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign


Parents, grandparents, godparents, neighbors, and friends are encouraged to make a gift to the Cluster School Dollar-a-Day campaign (suggested gift of $180). If you haven't given yet this school year, consider making your gift now – and help the PTA to begin planning for the coming school year. Your gift helps the Cluster School PTA provide classroom supplies, field trips, teacher training, arts programming, technology enhancements, and improvements to Cluster School buildings and grounds. 
Make a gift to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Monday, April 19  |  Report Cards Issued
*  Monday, April 19 – Friday, April 30  |  DC CAS Testing Grades 3 - 8
*  Monday, April 19 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, April 21  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, April 22 | PTA Board Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm
*  Friday, April 23 |  Cluster Town Hall Meeting with CHPSPO at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30 – 7:30pm
*  Saturday, April 24  |  Hands on DC Work Day at Watkins Garden
*  Saturday, April 24 | SWS Auction and Jazz Gala at St. Marks

Week of April 26
*  Through Friday, April 30  |  DC CAS Testing Grades 3 – 8
*  Monday, April 26 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Chancellor’s Community Forum: Five-Year Plan at Savoy Elementary, 6:30 – 8pm
*  Friday, April 30  |  DCPS Summer School Registration Deadline
Week of May 3
*  Monday, May 3 – Friday, May 7  |  Teacher Appreciation Week
*  Monday, May 3 – Friday, May 7  |  Stuart-Hobson Spirit Week

*  Monday, May 3 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, May 5  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, May 5  |  Incoming 5th Grade (2010-11) Parent Orientation at Stuart-Hobson, 5:30pm
*  Friday, May 7  |  Watkins Science Fair Projects Due 
*  Friday, May 7  |  Stuart-Hobson Spring Dance  
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
