Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | April 23, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  First Grade Meet & Greet for Peabody & SWS TODAY, FRIDAY
*  Cluster Middle School Town Hall Meeting TODAY, FRIDAY

*  SWS Auction SATURDAY NIGHT
*  Capitol Hill Classic – Sign Up Now
*  Stuart-Hobson Students Filmed for “We the People Constitution Tour”
*  Volunteer for Staff Appreciation Week
*  Principal’s Post – April 2010
*  Chancellor’s Community Forum: DCPS Five-Year Plans
*  University High Charter School Update
*  Give to the Dollar a Day Campaign
*  Family Fun with Cluster School Partners
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************
Special Meetings at Peabody/SWS and at Stuart-Hobson
TODAY, FRIDAY, APRIL 23 

Peabody & SWS Families Casual Get Together in Stanton Park
Meet First Grade Teachers at Watkins & current Watkins Families

3:30 - 5:30pm
(First grade teachers from 4 - 5 pm)
Stanton Park

Cluster School Town Hall Meeting for Improving Middle Schools on the Hill
6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Stuart Hobson Auditorium

There is also a second DCPS-sponsored meeting on Monday, April 26, at J.O. Wilson Elementary School at 660 K St, NE.

Learn more at: 
http://capitolhillmiddleschools.ning.com
************************

SWS Auction SATURDAY NIGHT
Come support SWS with a fun evening out!  Dinner – gumbo and jambalaya – catered by FoodArts and music by Paul Carr Jazz.  Plus you could be the winning bid on more than 300 items from vacations to theater tickets to gourmet evenings out.


Saturday, April 24
6pm

St. Marks Episcopal Church

301 A Street, SE


Learn more and buy tickets at:
http://www.swsauction.org


************************

Classic Time
Sign Up to Run or Volunteer – Support Our School’s Biggest Fundraiser
Sunday, May 16, marks the 31st running of the Capitol Hill Classic—the only race to run through historic Capitol Hill and the Cluster School’s biggest fundraiser of the year. 
The Classic raises tens of thousands of dollars for our school to support field trips, classroom supplies, teacher development, a technology fund, and facilities improvements. How can you help make sure it’s a success?

Sign Up to run or walk
Whether it’s the 10K or the Fun Run, sign up now online and guarantee your place in the race. Invite friends, work colleagues, book clubs, church groups, any one you know to participate. Consider forming a team. It’s fun!

Volunteer
Volunteers needed to sell t-shirts race week and to assist with registration at Peabody on Saturday and Sunday and to help with the race on Sunday. Volunteer sign-up details coming soon.

Buy a T-Shirt
Make sure everyone in the family has one of this year’s t-shirt. Collector items! 

Cheer on the Runners

Pick a spot on the running route and show your support.

Sunday, May 16
10K @8:30am; registration $30

3K @10:30am; registration $18

Fun Run @11am: registration $10

Learn more and register at:
http://www.capitolhillclassic.com
************************
Stuart-Hobson 8th Graders Explore DC with “We the People Constitution Tour”
Students are filmed for DCPS

Stuart-Hobson eighth-grade boys recently took part in the annual “We the People Constitution Tour” with teacher Amy Trenkle (who has participated each year beginning with the pilot tour in 2004).  Aligned with the DCPS eighth-grade curriculum standards, the tour brings the first three articles of the constitution to life as the students visit the Capitol Building, the Lincoln Memorial, the National Archives, the Supreme Court, Lafayette Park, and the George Mason monument.

"I've never actually visited the memorials and the tour showed me that there is something to learn and discover in my hometown," said Jamar Traynham. "Now I've seen the full foundation of where we came from. I used to not really care, but now I do."

The tour affected students' views of both American history and their hometown.

"Kids all around the country and world are learning about American History," said Andrew Arlotto. “It's one thing to read about it in a text book, but it's another thing to go and look at it and actually read what they wrote."

This year, Stuart-Hobson students had the additional excitement of being filmed by Ryan Montgomery, a former McKinley Tech social studies teacher and current DCPS curriculum specialist.

Watch the film and read about the Stuart-Hobson students’ experience at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Learn+About+Schools/School+News/DC:+The+Ultimate+History+Classroom+for+Stuart+Hobson+Eighth+Graders

************************
Staff Appreciation Week May 3 - 7
Help Show We Care – Volunteers Needed

Join with the PTA in showing our teachers, administrations, paraprofessionals (teacher’s aides and assistant teachers), and staff how much we appreciate all that they do for our children. 

Volunteers needed on all three campuses to help with the Monday breakfast and the Thursday lunch. To volunteer, contact PTA President Amanda Bassow at abassow@gmail.com (abassow at gmail dot com). Please put “Volunteer” in the subject line.

Monday, May 3 – Friday, May 7             
Monday:  PTA breakfast at all 3 campuses
Tuesday:  Students bring flowers for their teachers
Wednesday: Students bring cards for their teachers
Thursday:  Parents provide Potluck Lunch at all 3 campuses
Friday: Family Freestyle -- giftcards, volunteering, however you like

************************
Principal’s Post  |  April 2010

From Principal Brandon Eatman:

Attend any athletic event, concert, musical or drama production, science fair, spelling or geography bee, art show, or a myriad of other activities that clearly demonstrate our students' knowledge and skills, and you will see that these students surprise and delight us every day …

Taken together, these results are much more powerful than a single test score, and they demonstrate that our kids are receiving a high-quality education of which we can all be very proud because we have all had a part in it.  

Read the complete April Principal’s Post at: 
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/?page_id=273
************************
Chancellor’s Community Forum: Charging Ahead - The DCPS Five-Year Plan  

We need your voice!  The DCPS Five-Year Action Plan provides an ambitious vision of success for the system and the children it serves. Come and learn more about the progress we have made and our key priorities moving forward. Share your ideas with Chancellor Michelle Rhee and key DCPS staff.   

Wednesday, April 28                                                  

6:30 – 8pm                                                                           

Savoy Elementary School

2400 Shannon Place, SE


************************
University High Charter School Application Denied

The application for the proposed charter school across the street from Watkins has  been denied by the DC Charter Board. Thanks to all the community members and Cluster families who worked so hard on making our concerns heard by the Charter School Board.
Learn more at:

http://www.dcpubliccharter.com/News-Room.aspx?ID=149http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/chat-april9-contract
************************

FREE Family Events with Cluster School Arts Partners

The Cluster School partners with many DC cultural institutions as part of its commitment to the arts as part of its curriculum and arts integration as a proven teaching method for engaging students. Partners include Arena Stage, the Folger Shakespeare Library, the National Gallery of Art, The Phillips Collection, and Young Playwrights Theatre. 

Two of our partners are providing FREE Family Events in the coming week for Cluster students and their families: the Folger Shakespeare Library, who works with Stuart-Hobson to introduce Shakespeare and his world to the fifth grade class in Shakespeare Steps Out and supports their performance of Shakespeare in the Children’s Shakespeare Festival; and The Phillips Collection, through funding from the Cluster School PTA, worked with Peabody and Stuart-Hobson faculty in Teach O’Keefe which includes a student art show on exhibit at the museum.

Shakespeare’s Birthday Open House
Enjoy jugglers and jesters, music, song and dance, stage combat workshops, and more. It’s the one day of the year when the Folger reading rooms are open to all—plus, birthday cake for everyone!

Shakespeare’s Birthday Open House
Sunday, April 25
Noon – 4pm
Folger Shakespeare Library
201 East Capitol Street, SE
Teach with O’Keefe—Community Celebration
A private event for Cluster School families, especially of Stuart-Hobson and Peabody students, to see student artwork currently on exhibit at The Phillips as part of the Georgia O’Keefe exhibition. Funded by the Cluster School PTA, Peabody and Stuart-Hobson teachers participated in workshops and then brought the O’Keefe experience to their students.  

Young Artists Exhibition—Teach with O’Keeffe
Saturday, May 1
11am – 1pm
The Phillips Collection
1600  21st Street, NW
************************

How You Can Strengthen the Cluster School
Give to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign


Parents, grandparents, godparents, neighbors, and friends are encouraged to make a gift to the Cluster School Dollar-a-Day campaign (suggested gift of $180). If you haven't given yet this school year, consider making your gift now – and help the PTA to begin planning for the coming school year. Your gift helps the Cluster School PTA provide classroom supplies, field trips, teacher training, arts programming, technology enhancements, and improvements to Cluster School buildings and grounds. 
Make a gift to the Dollar-a-Day Campaign at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/support/donate.html

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Sunday, April 25  |  Shakespeare’s Birthday at the Folger, Noon – 4pm
*  Through Friday, April 30  |  DC CAS Testing Grades 3 – 8
*  Monday, April 26 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, April 28  |  Chancellor’s Community Forum: Five-Year Plan at Savoy Elementary, 6:30 – 8pm
*  Friday, April 30  |  DCPS Summer School Registration Deadline
*  Saturday, May 1  | Community Celebration at the Phillips Collection, 11am – 1pm

Week of May 3
*  Monday, May 3 – Friday, May 7  |  Staff Appreciation Week
            Monday:  PTA breakfast at all 3 campuses
            Tuesday:  Students bring flowers for their teachers
            Wednesday: Students bring cards for their teachers
            Thursday:  Parents provide Potluck Lunch at all 3 campuses
            Friday: Family Freestyle -- giftcards, volunteering, however you like
*  Monday, May 3 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, May 5  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, May 5  |  Incoming 5th Grade (2010-11) Parent Orientation at Stuart-Hobson, 5:30pm
*  Friday, May 7  |  Watkins Science Fair Projects Due 
*  Friday, May 7  |  Stuart-Hobson Spring Dance  

Week of May 10
*  Monday, May 10 – Friday, May 28  |  DIBELs End-of-Year Benchmarking
*  Monday, May 10  |  Spring Class Pictures
*  Monday, May 10  |  Watkins Science Fair
*  Monday, May 10 |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, May 12  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Saturday, May 15  |  Peabody Garden Work, 9am – 1pm
*  Saturday, May 15  |  DC Hands On Work Day
*  Sunday, May 16  |  Capitol Hill Classic

******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
