Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | May 21, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Peabody Children’s Garden Dedication TODAY, FRIDAY
*  National Portrait Gallery Community Day SATURDAY 
*  Watkins Parent Committee Forming
*  Updated PTA End-of-Year Meeting Schedule

*  Capitol Hill Classic Round-Up

*  DCPS Middle Schools in Ward 6 Proposal
*  Peabody & Stuart-Hobson Student Art on Exhibit at Phillips
*  Professional Journal Features Stuart-Hobson Teacher
*  Phillips Collection Spotlights Watkins Art Teacher Viola Leak
*  Peabody & SWS Parents Thank Staff
*  Nine Stuart Students Headed for Banneker High
*  Peabody Chosen for Healthy School Pilot Program 2010-11
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************

Peabody Children’s Garden Dedication TODAY, FRIDAY
Please join the Peabody and SWS students and staff for an all-school assembly to dedicate the new Children's Garden.  There will be a ceremonial ribbon cutting, some garden songs, and a few inaugural plantings to celebrate this wonderful new space.


Friday, May 21
2:45pm


************************
National Portrait Gallery Community Day SATURDAY
Stuart-Hobson Student Art to be Shown

Artist Jim Torok worked with Stuart-Hobson students this spring. Now see their art on exhibit at the National Portrait Gallery as part of a community day around their current exhibition Portraiture Now: Communitie. This family day event includes local student talent with music by the Sitar Center and Oyster Bilingual Elementary School, a student artwork display from Oyster Bilingual and Stuart-Hobson Middle School, and more. A community-themed book art project is also part of the festivities for children, families, and friends.

Saturday, May 22
11:30am – 3pm
National Portrait Gallery
800 F Street, NW
Learn more at:
http://www.npg.si.edu
************************
Watkins Parent Committee Forming
Please join the Watkins Parent Committee for its first meeting: the goal is to identify an initial list of priority projects and initiatives for the 2010/2011 school year and to update and engage parents in the PTA's current initiatives related to Watkins. All current and prospective Watkins parents and teachers are encouraged to attend.  If you can't attend, but would like to participate in the Fall, please email Melanie Pittard at melaniepittard@yahoo.com (melaniepittard at yahoo dot com).  Future meetings will be scheduled around the availability of interested participants, so please respond.  


Wednesday, May 26
9 – 10am
Watkins 
Library (2nd floor)

************************
UPDATED PTA Meeting Schedule
May 27th Meeting Rescheduled for June 10
Seeking Nominations for the 2010-11 PTA Board

Come out and help the PTA set the agenda for next school year:  


· Board Elections

· Approve PTA Budget

· Review DCPS Middle School Proposals

· Presentations on gardens

Interested in being a member of the PTA board? Contact Joel Nelson with the nominating committee at joelnelson@hotmail.com (joelnelson at hotmail dot com).

Thursday, June 10
Rescheduled from May 27
6:30pm
Stuart-Hobson?

************************
Capitol Hill Classic Round-Up

Thanks to all of the Cluster families who came out to run or volunteer last Sunday. The race brought out more than 3,400 runners. Interestingly, 10% of the runners were children under the age of 10, including three Watkins boys who finished the 10K—two of them in less than an hour! The first female finisher in the 3K was a 12-year-old girl, the second year in a row that the first place finisher in the 3K was a child (last year’s winner was a 10-year-old girl from the Hill).  72-year-old Hill resident Val Lewton, who has run the race every year, completed his 31st Classic on Sunday.  

It takes more than 200 different volunteer positions to run the race—a big thank you to all who came out to help run the Cluster School’s largest fundraiser. Very special thanks to Cluster parents Lori Goss and Josh Raymond who co-chaired the race along with race veteran Don Montouri. 

The race raised approximately $40,000 for the Cluster School. Thanks to everyone who e-mailed Mayor Fenty and Councilman Wells that money will support class field trips, technology upgrades, and building improvements because Mayor Fenty’s office agreed to waive this year’s $29,000 fee for MPD traffic and safety enforcement. 
See the 2010 Capitol Hill Classic race results at:
http://www.capitolhillclassic.com/results.html
************************
DCPS Proposal for Strengthening Middle Schools in Ward 6
Missed Wednesday’s meeting at Payne Elementary? DCPS has posted their proposal online and seeks your feedback. DCPS Contact: Claudia Lujan at (202) 719-6598 or Claudia.Lujan@dc.gov 


Read the full DCPS proposal at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Files/downloads/COMMUNITY/DCPS-Community-Meeting-Presentation-Building-on-Momentum-5-19-10.pdf

************************
Peabody and Stuart-Hobson Student Art at Phillips Collection
Save the Date for Free Jazz ‘n Families Fun Days in June

If you missed seeing The Phillips Collection’s Teach with O’Keeffe student exhibition featuring schools from New Mexico, New York City, and Washington DC, during the past few months, don’t despair! The Education Department has organized a second exhibition featuring the Peabody Early Childhood Center and Stuart-Hobson Middle School, two schools who participated in the national Teach with O’Keeffe program. This exhibition will feature an entire year’s worth of student art and writing projects, which were inspired by the art and life of Georgia O’Keeffe. This exhibition will be on display throughout the summer.

Jazz 'n Families Fun Days – admission is FREE

Saturday, June 5

10 am-5 pm

Sunday, June 6

11 am-6 pm

Phillips Collection

1600 21st Street, NW

View the student gallery at:
http://www.phillipscollection.org/education/young_artists/index.aspx

************************
Professional Journal Features Stuart-Hobson Teacher

Congratulations to Amy Trenkle, eighth grade history teacher, for publication of an article on in the May/June issue of Middle Level Learneing—a major journal for social studies teachers. 

“A few years ago, I looked at my teaching and decided that I need to ramp it up a little. I wanted something that would challenge me to think outside of the box. I also needed a better way to draw my students into the topic of each day’s lesson right from the start of every class. What I came up with is a Primary Source of the Day Warm Up.”

Read the complete article at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/AmyTrenkleMLL.pdf

************************
Phillips Collection Spotlight on Watkins Art Teacher Viola Leak

From the Phillips Education Newsletter for May:
Led by art teacher Viola Leak, Watkins’ students produced a tremendous output of still-life inspired art this year. 

In a two-part slideshow, student writings, acrylic and watercolor paintings, theme drawings, and glass design projects produced in Watkins art classes with teacher Viola Leak enter another realm when technology teacher Christine Kurtz and the students create digital copies. Teacher Viola Leak says, “Our student's young minds are immersed into creativityand have produced this first series of artistic works. The theme for this year's art integration project is simply, ‘The Flower.’”

Congratulations to Ms. Leak, special thanks to Ms. Kurtz, and kudos to Watkins young artists!

View “The Flower” student art and technology projects at:
http://www.phillipscollection.org/docs/education/eNewsletter/WatkinsPart1.pdf
and
http://www.phillipscollection.org/docs/education/eNewsletter/WatkinsPart2.pdf
More about Ms. Leak:

Viola Burley Leak began teaching at Watkins Elementary of the Capitol Hill Cluster School in 2008. This is her latest stop on a long journey working with children through their art. She has worked in many programs in New York and Washington to promote student creativity. Viola has Fine Arts degrees from: Fisk University, Nashville, TN (B.A.), Pratt Institute Brooklyn, NY, (B.F.A.), Hunter Collage, New, NY. (M.A.), and Howard University, (M.F.A.) Working primarily in fabric or on paper, her quilts, collages, and prints and included in many collections including, The Smithsonian Museum Washington, DC, The American Folk Life Museum and Bronx Museum in New York, NY, The Spencer Museum, Lawrence, Kansas and Strathmore Art Center  in Maryland. She has received Folk Life awards from the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities and designed the cachet cover for International Women's Year. 
************************
Peabody and SWS Staff Thank Parents

From Peabody Teacher Melissa Smith:

The Peabody and SWS staff would like to thank all of the parents and other volunteers for their hard work with the special events in May.  The PTA organized a fantastic Appreciation Week and our hard-working representative, Harolyn Brown, personally greeted everyone who came to the breakfast and lunch!  Also, the volunteers who came for the Spruce Up Day did amazing work on the gardens, the playground and in the classrooms.  We would also like to thank all the parents and others who volunteered and supported the Capitol Hill Classic.  Many of our students proudly wore their race medals to school on Monday.  Give yourselves a "round" of applause for your hard work!
************************
Nine Stuart-Hobson Students Headed for Banneker in Fall

From Principal Brandon Eatman:

More good news for Stuart-Hobson 8th grade students. Nine Stuart-Hobson students have been accepted to Benjamin Banneker Academic High School for the fall. Banneker is ranked second in top high schools in the South by Business Week and ranked 162 out of 1,500 high schools in America by Newsweek. 

************************
Peabody Chosen for 2010-11 Healthy School Lunch Pilot Program 

As part of the Healthy School Act, DCPS will launch two new food programs. Peabody is one of seven schools slated to participate in the Portable Meals pilot program, a decided upgrade to the standard box lunch. In compliance with the new act, the program will eliminate trans fats, high fructose corn syrup, fried foods, artificial flavors and sweeteners, mandate substantial local sourcing of ingredients, and require major improvements to the packaging of meals to decrease waste and improve sustainability.

Get the full story at:
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/sustainable-food/next-steps-for-healthful-food-in-dcps.html#more
************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Saturday, May 22  |  National Portrait Gallery Community Day with Stuart-Hobson cartoons
*  Monday, May 24 – Friday, May 28  |  International Week at Watkins
*  Monday, May 24 | Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Through Friday, May 28  |  DIBELs End-of-Year Benchmarking
*  Wednesday, May 26  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, May 26  |  Watkins Parent Committee at Watkins Library, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, May 27  |  PTA Board Meeting at Watkins, 6:30pm
*  Friday, May 28  |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
Week of May 31
*  Monday, May 31  |  Memorial Day Holiday | No School
*  Wednesday, June 2  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, June 2  |  Watkins Awards Ceremony
*  Wednesday, June 2 – Thursday, June 3  |  Watkins – Peabody Buddy Day

Week of June 7
*  Monday, June 7 – Friday, June 11  |  8th Grade Finals at Stuart-Hobson

*  Monday, June 7  |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, June 9  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, June 10  |  PTA General Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
