Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | May 28, 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Memorial Day Holiday  |  School’s Out MONDAY
*  Retirement Party for SWS Teacher Louise Chapman 
*  Watkins Fused Glass Art Show and Sale
*  End-of-Year PTA Meeting
*  Stuart Students Win “We the People Constitution Tour” Challenge
*  New List-Serv for Stuart-Hobson Families & Friends
*  Cluster School Takes Top Prizes in United Black Fund’s Back to School Campaign
*  Peabody Dedicates New Louise Chapman Children’s Garden
*  Healthy Schools Act Funded
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************

Memorial Day | School’s Out MONDAY
The Cluster School is closed for Memorial Day on Monday, May 31. Classes resume on Tuesday, June 1 at 8:45am. Enjoy the long weekend!

************************
Retirement Party for SWS Teacher Louise Chapman

You are cordially invited to celebrate the extraordinary tenure of Louise Chapman as she prepares to retire at the end of the school year. We will celebrate this wonderful educator and human being with a potluck party, a farewell gift, and some surprises!
Please indicate what you will contribute for the potluck (entree, side dish or dessert). For those guests with food allergies or dietary restrictions, please note the ingredients on the container. SWS will provide beverages and paper products.
Money is being collected for a group gift with a suggested donation of $20 per family. You may give your contribution to John Burst, Lead Teacher, SWS, 425 C Street NE, Washington, DC 20002 or call SWS at (202) 698 - 3283.

RSVP by June 3rd to Jennifer Baker Howard: 
tanhouse@gmail.com (tanhouse at gmail dot com) or (202) 288 - 3628 (cell)
Sunday, June 6
5pm
Hosted by the SWS Community
Peabody Playground
425 C Street, NE

Rain Location: 
Stuart-Hobson Cafeteria
410 E Street, NE

************************
Watkins Fused Glass Art Show and Sale
Volunteers Needed
Come see what Watkins students have been creating in Art classes with teacher Viola Leak and artist-in-residence (and former Watkins art teacher) Laurie Siegel. In addition, a few volunteers are needed to help with the show and sale. If you can help with any of the below jobs, please contact Laurie Siegel at laurie.a.siegel@gmail.com (laurie dot a dot siegel at gmail dot com).

1.
Help pack things up from the Watkins art room on Friday, June 4 to take to the Corner Store.
2.
Help set up on Sunday, June 6 from noon on...
3.
Bring small cookies to for the reception (or get them to Laurie before the show)
4.
Help with sales during the show for an hour (or more)
5.
Help clean up after the show

Sunday, June 6
3:30 - 5:30pm
The Corner Store
900 South Carolina Ave, SE 
(Near Eastern Market Metro)

************************
PTA Board Elections 2010-11 & Final Meeting of School Year

Come out and help the PTA set the agenda for next school year:  

· Board Elections

· Approve PTA Budget

· Review DCPS Middle School Proposals

· Presentations on gardens


Interested in being a member of the PTA board? Contact Joel Nelson with the nominating committee at joelnelson@hotmail.com (joelnelson at hotmail dot com).

Thursday, June 10
6:30pm
Stuart-Hobson

************************
Stuart-Hobson Eighth Graders Win “We the People Constitution Tour” Challenge
Beating out fellow eighth graders at  Deal, SEED, Chavez, KIPP Academy, and Ballou STAY, the Stuart-Hobson eighth graders won the citywide We the People Constitution Tour Challenge. 

Watch the video and read more at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Learn+About+Schools/School+News/DC:+The+Ultimate+History+Classroom+for+Stuart+Hobson+Eighth+Graders+(VIDEO)

************************
Join the Stuart-Hobson Families and Friends Listserv!

 

If you are the parent of a current or future Stuart-Hobson student, please join the new Stuart-Hobson Families and Friends Listserv. The listserv is a Yahoo Group where Stuart-Hobson families, friends, teachers, and staff can post information about school events and activities; ask questions; and share ideas about how to make Stuart-Hobson an even better learning environment for our children. 

 

To join the Stuart-Hobson listserv, go to  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CAPITALHILLCLUSTERMIDDLESCHOOL .


If you have any questions, please send an e-mail to CAPITALHILLCLUSTERMIDDLESCHOOL@yahoogroups.com (CAPITALHILLCLUSTERMIDDLESCHOOL at yahoogroups dot com).

See all of the Cluster School list-servs at:
http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/?page_id=411

Are we missing a list-serv we should be including? E-mail us at Communications@chcspta.org (Communications at chcspta dot org).
************************
Cluster Schools Take Top Prizes in United Black Fund’s Back to School Campaign

From Principal Eatman:

Each school year, the United Black Fund, Inc., holds its Back to School Campaign. Watkins won First Place and Peabody won the Grand Prize bring the Cluster School over $4,000 in prize money. Thank you parents for coming to school with your child(ren) on the first day of school and participating in the UBF Back to School Campaign.

************************
Peabody Dedicates New "Louise Chapman Children's Garden"
Celebrates retiring garden champion with "edible schoolyard" outdoor classroom

The Peabody Early Childhood Campus of the Capitol Hill Cluster School (CHCS) dedicated a new "edible schoolyard" garden area on Friday, May 21, with a school-wide assembly and ribbon cutting ceremony.  The Louise Chapman Children's Garden, named after retiring School-Within-A-School at Peabody teacher Louise Chapman, features fourteen raised garden beds, one for each class and a central shared "community box."  The space will be utilized year-round as an outdoor classroom to teach basic science, math and ecology concepts as well as to facilitate an ongoing school-wide exploration of food appreciation and nutrition.
Parents, staff and students worked together to construct the new garden area with generous support from the Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Hands On DC, Bingham McCutchen, and DC Greenworks.  

"We are tremendously grateful for the outpouring of support from our parents, administrators, staff and community partners for this important effort.  With kids spending more and more time inside, school gardens are a valuable tool for connecting kids to the outdoors, teaching environmental stewardship, and engaging with nature," said Cluster School PTA President Amanda Bassow.  "Throughout her twenty-two years teaching, Louise Chapman has been a tireless advocate for gardening with kids and the value of outdoor learning spaces.  Her dedication to the Peabody Campus gardens will be greatly missed but we are very pleased to honor her today."

See the Dedication photos at: 
http://regardinghenry.smugmug.com/School/Peabody-Dedicates-New-Louise/12283801_tmswF#874411667_AZyqX
************************
“Healthy Schools” Fully Funded!


From the Slow Cook blog:

The D.C. Council this afternoon approved a slightly scaled back tax on  soft drinks–6 percent, as opposed to 1 cent per ounce–but enough to provide the $6.5 million needed annually to fully fund improved school meal and other programs under “Healthy Schools” legislation.

Read the full story at:
http://www.theslowcook.com/2010/05/26/great-day-healthy-schools-fully-funded/

************************
Coming up at the Cluster 

Next Week
*  Monday, May 31  |  Memorial Day Holiday | No School
*  Wednesday, June 2  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Wednesday, June 2  |  Watkins Awards Ceremony
*  Wednesday, June 2 – Thursday, June 3  |  Watkins – Peabody Buddy Day
*  Saturday, June 5 – Sunday, June 6  |  FREE Jazz & Families Fun Day at the Phillips Collection, 10am – 5pm (Sat) and 11am – 6pm (Sun); see Cluster School artwork on display

Week of June 7
*  Monday, June 7 – Friday, June 11  |  8th Grade Finals at Stuart-Hobson
*  Monday, June 7  |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, June 9  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, June 10  |  PTA General Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm (food/childcare at 6pm)

Week of June 14
*  Tuesday, June 15 |  Stuart-Hobson Graduation (8th graders)

*  Wednesday, June 16  |  Watkins Promotion Ceremony (4th graders)
*  Wednesday, June 16  |  8th Grade Awards Breakfast Ceremony at Stuart-Hobson
*  Thursday, June 17  |  Peabody Promotion (K)

*  Thursday, June 17  |  8th Grade Dinner Dance

*  Friday, June 18 | Regular school day 
*  Friday, June 18  |  8th Grade Class Picnic

Tuesday, June 22  |  Last Day of School for students and teachers

******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
