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Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 
************************
DC Creates! Six Cluster Students Featured in Citywide Art Show

The DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities is hosting an exhibit and reception featuring 42 original pieces of art made by students across the city, including these six Cluster students: 

Matea Bebie, Watkins
Maya Davenport, Stuart-Hobson
Sophie Healy, Watkins
Lauryn Hildreth, Watkins
Mia Kimboko, Watkins
Jalen Smith, Peabody 

Congratulations to our talented young artists and their wonderful art teachers: Laura Aikman, Katie Cushman, and Viola Leak!

Exhibit and Opening Reception
Friday, June 4
Historical Society of Washington, DC
801 K Street, NW
************************

Jazz 'N Families Fun Days at the Phillips Collection
In partnership with the Duke Ellington Jazz Festival, live jazz performances fill the museum throughout the weekend.  In the galleries, art inspires musical interpretation, as families visit the instrument petting zoo, listen to a storyteller, and create artwork to take home. Plus see Peabody and Stuart-Hobson art from this year’s “Teach with O’Keeffe” project on exhibit. 

Part of the annual Dupont-Kalorama Museum Walk Weekend. All activities and museum admission are free.

Saturday, June 5 – Sunday, June 6
Free bus service from Peabody available both days

************************

A Montessori Night’s Dream Celebration & Auction

Celebrate 20 years of Montessori in the Cluster School with a special party and auction.  Auction items include lunch with Chancellor Michelle Rhee, four tickets to join Councilman Tommy Wells in the city council box at a Nationals game, art, jewelry, birthday party packages, weekend getaways, and gift certificates to the Hill's finest eating and shopping establishments.  Plus entertainment by DC's best jazz - featuring Janelle Gill, piano; Kris Funn, bass; and John Lamkin, drums.  

Babysitting is available by reservation at the Family Room from 5:30 'til 10! $35 for the first child; $45 for two children; $50 for three children; and $55 for four our more kids in the same family. Includes dinner and a movie. $10 Deposit required. To make a reservation, contact the Family Room at (202) 640 - 1865.


Tickets: $15
Purchase at Watkins before or after school on Fridays, at Frager’s, or online

Saturday, June 12
6 – 9pm
Eastern Market North Hall

Learn more at:
www.watkinsmontessori.org


************************
End-of-School-Year Survey
Share your feedback on what’s worked and where there’s room for growth

As we begin winding down this year and start planning for the coming school year, please take five minutes to answer a few questions. We'd like to know about your experience at the Capitol Hill Cluster School this year -- what's been right, what could have been better, and what we should focus on over the summer and the coming year. Survey results will be discussed at next week’s PTA meeting. Thanks in advance for your participation.

Complete the survey at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/June2010PTASurvey
************************
PTA Board Elections 2010-11 & Final Meeting of School Year

Come out and help the PTA set the agenda for next school year:  

· Board Elections

· Approve PTA Budget

· Review DCPS Middle School Proposals

· Presentations on gardens


Interested in being a member of the PTA board? Contact Joel Nelson with the nominating committee at joelnelson@hotmail.com (joelnelson at hotmail dot com).

Thursday, June 10
6:30pm
Stuart-Hobson

************************
School Advisory Board (formerly LSRT) Seeking New Members for 2010-11
The LSRT is getting a new name this year, and we're also looking for new parents and teachers to join this important body. By directive of the DC Public Schools, the LSRT will be replaced by a new organization called the School Advisory Board (SAB).  The focus of the SAB is to advise principals with the goal of creating or continuing long-term visions and initiatives that lead to academic success for our children. The SAB draws from across our community and provides smart thinking and diverse perspectives. The SAB meets monthly throughout the course of the calendar year and works with the principal and assistant principals on the school's academic strategies.

The SAB is now looking for candidates for the next academic year. If you would be interested in contributing to your school with this group or would like to learn more, please contact either Philip Brady at philip.brady.lsrt@gmail.com (philip dot brady dot lsrt at gmail dot com) or (202) 546-4377 or Ed Lazere at lazere@dcfpi.org (lazere at dcfpi dot org) or (202) 841-0097. 

************************
Chancellor’s Office Hours in Ward 6 
This is your opportunity to sit down one-on-one with the chancellor for five minutes and share your most important questions and concerns. 


Thursday, June 10
6 – 8pm
Tyler Elementary School
1001 G Street, SE

************************
DCPS Finalizes 2010-11 School Calendar
 
Download the calendar at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/homepage-calendar-may-2010

************************
Stuart-Hobson Girls Track Team Takes First Place

The Stuart-Hobson MS Girls track team won first place in the DCIAA Middle School Outdoor Track and Field Championship. Congratulations to Coach Metts and the team!

************************
Peabody Wins Grant for “Story of Food: Healthy Readers” Project
Celebrates retiring garden champion with "edible schoolyard" outdoor classroom

Librarian Sue Bloom spearheaded the winning application for a $20,000 federal Library Services and Technology Act grant for the "Story of Food: Growing Healthy Readers." Starting next fall, the grant will fund experiential and literacy-based activities on the subject of food and food traditions, gardens, farms and markets as sources of food, cooking healthy local or home-grown produce, and growing healthy bodies.  The project will utilize Peabody's new edible schoolyard, the "Louise Chapman Children's Garden," incorporating music, storytelling, movement and art to invite students to tell their "stories" of food. Additional funding was awarded by the Capitol Hill Community Foundation. 

************************
Watkins Teachers Earn DC Teaching Fellows Awards 

Lisa Jones (4th grade) and Sunmer Davis (2nd grade) were recognized at the DC Teaching Fellows Awards Ceremony on Thursday, May 27 at DCPS Central Office. Mr. Davis received recognition for always being flexible and for being a team player. Ms. Jones received recognition as a finalist for DC Teaching Fellow of the Year.  Both are in their fifth year of teaching at the Cluster School.

************************
Stuart-Hobson 7th Grader Wins Writing Contest

Stuart-Hobson teacher Ms. Merle Monu encouraged students to enter the "Do the Write Thing Challenge" sponsored by The National Campaign to Stop the Violence. 7th grade student Mariah Fraker has been chosen as a National Ambassador. Ms. Monu and Mariah will attend the National Recognition Week Ceremony in DC, which will be held July 10-14 and includes Ambassadors from around the nation.
************************
Watkins Dances Around the World for International Week
Watkins annual International Week was tremendously successful with classes representing many countries including Egypt, Japan, France, Germany, Cuba, England, Senegal, Brazil, Russia, and Ireland. This event would not have been possible without the vision and energy of Ms. Christine Bennett.

•Monday: Diversity Forum with the primary and intermediate grades, reviewing the importance of being part of an inclusive global community. 

•Tuesday: Ms. Bennett led the opening ceremony where Ms. Henderson's class performed an original story called "The One" and griot Baba C engaged students in an interactive presentation, including rap and storytelling.

•Wednesday and Thursday: students used passports to travel to different countries where they were invited to learn about culture, join in a traditional dance, and sample foods.

•Friday: The week’s culminating activity included class dance presentations for the entire school, a parade of nations, and storytelling by Auntie Yogi. The afternoon was filled with a delicious international food tasting. 

Thanks to Watkins parents and families!

************************
Watkins First & Third Grade Learning Buddies Community Service Project
On June 11, students from Ms. Bower and Ms. Heffelbower’s third grade class and Ms. Deprez’s first graders are planning on stenciling up to 50 storm drains as an action project to promote awareness of the Anacostia and Chesapeake Bay Watersheds. Want to help? Contact Ms. Heffelbower at kheffelbower@yahoo.com (kheffelbower at yahoo dot com).
************************
Peabody Pre-K & K Students Take Common Ground City Garden Field Trip

Mr. Watson and Ms. Dorsey's classes visited the Common Ground City Garden. Students painted noise-makers to scare small animals away from the vegetables. They picked worms out of the dirt and put them in a new pile of compost. They planted cabbages to eat in the fall and smelled a variety of herbs in the herb garden.  They also enjoyed a presentation about the many aspects of a vegetable garden and the needs of the plants.

************************
Watkins First Graders Visit Award-Winning Restaurant

Several first grade classes visited Poste Brasserie. They received a tour of the restaurant's courtyard garden led by the head chef himself. Students saw, touched, and smelled everything from strawberries, asparagus plants, and miniature apple trees to compost containers. They finished their visit with tasty appetizers. 
************************
Stuart-Hobson Students 5th & 6th Graders Aim for the Final Frontier

Last week, 76 students, 24 parents, and 4 teachers traveled to Huntsville, Alabama to attend Space Camp, an every-other-year tradition at Stuart-Hobson. While there, students completed Space Shuttle Missions, launched rockets, used simulators, made mission patches, and practiced teamwork. They learned about the Space Race, space history and travel. 

************************
CHCS Welcomes You! Enroll Now for 2010-11 School Year 

If you haven’t yet, please submit the enrollment forms for your child(ren) today.  Enrolling early helps DCPS makes sure your child's school is ready on August 23, and makes the first day of school easier for you and your child.

Get started with the enrollment process at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/homepage-enroll

************************
Principal’s Post  | Rekindling Museum Studies at Stuart-Hobson

From Principal Brandon Eatman:

One of my goals for next school year is to begin re-kindling the Museum Studies Program at Stuart-Hobson MS.  It is going to require the commitment of every staff member at our Middle School Campus for it to be successful.   

Listed below are the outcomes that I would like to see through the Museum Studies Program at Stuart-Hobson MS:

-         To establish the study of objects, materials and their significance to people and their existence as the source of lesson planning, inter-disciplinary projects, class/home activities and student experiences at Stuart-Hobson.
-         To develop a culture that trains students to seek information from primary and secondary sources, and to report about those sources competently in written, verbal and technological formats.
-         To actively utilize "the museum" as a source for learning; to list steps in the process of analyzing and synthesizing data acquired at museum sites.  To name the components of work as a docent and segue essential learnings into projects, demonstrations, displays and performance art at the middle school campus.
-         To create displays/exhibits that provide opportunities for students' work to be showcased and for students to engage one another in dialogue about their work.  To maintain these displays so that the theme of object culture pervades the building and greets all visitors and guests.

************************
Coming up at the Cluster

Next Week
*  Sunday, June 6  |  Watkins Fused Glass Show at Corner Store, 3:30 – 5:30pm
*  Sunday, June 6  |  Louise Chapman Retirement Party at Peabody, 5pm
*  Monday, June 7 – Friday, June 11  |  8th Grade Finals at Stuart-Hobson
*  Monday, June 7 – Friday, June 11 |  Spirit Week at Watkins
*  Monday, June 7 – Thursday, June 10 |  Fifth Grade Camping Trip
*  Monday, June 7  |  Peabody Garden Work Afternoon, 4 – 6pm
*  Wednesday, June 9  |  Watkins Garden Maintenance, 9 – 10am
*  Thursday, June 10  |  Cluster Parent Appreciation at Stuart-Hobson, 5 – 6pm
*  Thursday, June 10  |  PTA General Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6:30pm (food/childcare at 6pm)
*  Friday, June 11  |  Field Day at Watkins
*  Saturday, June 12  |  Montessori Auction at Eastern Market, 6 – 9pm
Week of June 14
*  Tuesday, June 15 |  Stuart-Hobson Graduation (8th graders)

*  Wednesday, June 16  |  Watkins Promotion Ceremony (4th graders)
*  Wednesday, June 16  |  8th Grade Awards Breakfast Ceremony at Stuart-Hobson
*  Thursday, June 17  |  Peabody Promotion (K)

*  Thursday, June 17  |  Fifth Grade Awards Day at Stuart-Hobson

*  Thursday, June 17  |  8th Grade Dinner Dance

*  Friday, June 18 | Regular school day 
*  Friday, June 18  |  8th Grade Class Picnic

Week of June 21
*  Tuesday, June 22  |  Last Day of School for students and teachers
*  Thursday, June 24  |  PTA Board Transition Meeting, 6:30pm

******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
