Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School | June 11 2010
A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events 

*  Field Day at Watkins TODAY
*  Montessori Auction SATURDAY
*  Watkins AP Community Meeting MONDAY
*  Stuart-Hobson Yearbook
*  Peace Through Culture Summer Camp
*  Cluster School in the News |  Watkins Garden Teaching Kitchen
*  Stuart-Hobson Car Wash for Athletic Program
*  Reception for Retiring Stuart-Hobson Faculty
*  Principal’s Post  |  Safety To & From School
*  PTA Board & LSRT Seeking New Members for 2010-11
*  End-of-School Year Survey
*  Enroll Your Child(ren) Now for 2010-11
*  Calendar  | Coming Up at the Cluster 

Sign Up for PTA newsletters and announcements, or submit your own news about upcoming school events by sending a message to 
announcements@chcspta.org 

Did you know?  All previous announcements and newsletters, as well as many useful files, are stored in the archives.  Visit them at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CHCSPTA/ 
to browse through any announcements you may have missed! 

************************
Field Day at Watkins TODAY

Join Mr. Howard and students for a fun-filled day of sporting events—plus a water slide!

Parents are encouraged to attend and/or volunteer. If you can contribute water for your child’s class, it is greatly appreciated.

Friday, June 11

9am – 3pm

Watkins
************************
Montessori Auction SATURDAY

The Watkins Montessori Program is celebrating its 20th year as part of the Cluster School with "A Montessori Night's Dream"--an auction to raise money to support the program for the next 20 years! Auction items include:

--restaurant certificates to Matchbox, Montmartre, Tortilla Cafe, The Dubliner, The Chesapeake Room or a 3 course dinner for 12 at your home!
--birthday parties at The Family Room, Laser Tag, or a Ballerina Birthday Party.
--a coupon for $2,000 off installation by Solar Solutions
--a family membership to the Capitol Skyline pool.
--Nats tickets! Folger Theatre Tickets! Atlas Theater Tickets!
--2 tickets to see Madame Butterfly at the Washington National Opera!!

Mediterranean-influenced food (much of it from CAVA!!) and DC's Best Jazz, with Janelle Gill, piano, Kris Funn, bass, and John Lamkin, drums. 

Babysitting is available by reservation at the Family Room from 5:30 'til 10! $35 for the first child; $45 for two children; $50 for three children; and $55 for four our more kids in the same family. Includes dinner and a movie. $10 Deposit required. To make a reservation, contact the Family Room at (202) 640 - 1865.

Tickets: $15
Purchase at Watkins before or after school on Fridays, at Frager’s, or online

Saturday, June 12
6 – 9pm
Eastern Market North Hall

Learn more at:
www.watkinsmontessori.org
************************
Watkins AP Selection Process
Community Meeting on Monday

Join Mr. Eatman for a community meeting to identify qualities and characteristics of the ideal candidate and refine interview questions. 

Following Monday’s meeting, a panel of five teachers and five parents (drawn from the PTA and SAB) will interview qualified applicants from a list provided by DCPS, and in consultation with the panel, finalize the selection in the first week of July. 

Monday, June 14
6:30pm
Watkins Library

***********************
Stuart-Hobson Yearbook Taking Orders

Stuart-Hobson teacher Lesa Warrick, other faculty, and students are producing a yearbook this year (the first S-H yearbook in color).  Order forms available this coming week of June 14th.  8th graders are given first priority to order, followed by the rest of grades.  Books will be back in August.  Students who ordered will be contacted.  

Questions? Contact Stuart-Hobson teacher Lesa Warrick at lwchamp@yahoo.com (lwchamp at yahoo dot com).

************************
Peace through Culture Camp at Stuart-Hobson this Summer
Cluster alums & S-H Students aged 14 and 15 sign up to work through SYEP program

Stuart-Hobson teachers Ms. Harris and Ms. Warrick will be working with the Peace Through Culture camp at Stuart-Hobson this summer. Students ages 8 – 13 will meet global presenters, do music & movement, arts & crafts, culinary arts, and take weekly field trips. First come, first served. 

Deadline for applying: Wednesday, June 16

To request an application, e-mail peacethroughculture@gmail.com (peacethroughculture at gmail dot com) or call (202) 582 – 1599 or see Ms. Harris or Ms. Warrick at Stuart-Hobson.
Each participant must submit a complete application with full payment by check or money order by the deadline, June 16. Please mail to:

Peace thru Culture, Inc., PO Box 75423, Washington, DC 20013

Camp spot is not guaranteed until you receive notification by e-mail or phone from Peace Through Culture. 

There are a few spaces still remaining for camp workers. You must be at 14 or 15 years old, a Stuart-Hobson /  Cluster alumni, and have signed up with the SYEP program. Grades must be in good standing since student workers will be assisting and learning at the same time. Any students who have 9th grade Summer Bridge may work their 4-hour shift after Summer Bridge.  Interested students can leave their names in the main office for Ms. Warrick to pass on to the camp director. 

Culture Camp
Monday, June 28 – Friday, August 6
Ages 8 – 13
$75 per week
Full Scholarships Available for Wards 6, 7 & 8; needs based
Stuart-Hobson Middle School

Learn more at:
http://www.peacethruculture.org/index_files/Page356.htm
************************
Cluster School in the News  |  Learning a Love of Good Food at Watkins Teaching Kitchen
FromThe Hill is Home blog:

“Of all the triumphs involved in urban gardening, few are more inspiring or downright delightful around Capitol Hill than the garden at Watkins Elementary School.  Not only is the garden a clever use of space that would otherwise be large swaths of grass with little use for anything but walking on or sitting, but it is also able to produce a respectable amount of vegetables– enough to pique the lucky students’ curiosity when it comes to food that you’ve grown from seed.”

Kudos to Barbara Percival, Jennifer Mampara, FoodPrints, Fresh Farms, and Watkins for making it all happen!

Read the full story at:
http://www.thehillishome.com/2010/06/learning-a-love-of-good-food-at-the-watkins-teaching-kitchen
************************
Stuart-Hobson Car Wash to benefit Athletics

Saturday June 10th from 11 AM to 2 PM we are having a Car Wash in the parking lot of Stuart-Hobson with the proceeds to benefit the Football, Golf and Cheerleaders.
 

Please come out and support all of these programs with your dirty cars, donations, time, and talent.
 

Sodas, chips, and hot dogs will be for sale. Cluster parent Clayton Witt promises fun and fellowship.

Saturday, June 19
11am – 2pm
Stuart-Hobson parking lot

************************
Reception & Performance for Retiring Stuart-Hobson Teachers
Thomasena Allen, Jan MacKinnon & Sandra Jenkins to be honored
Come and celebrate three dedicated Stuart-Hobson teachers who are retiring at the end of this school year: music teacher (and musical dirctor) Thomasena Allen, librarian Jan MacKinnon, and science teacher Sandra Jenkins. Thank you for all you’ve done for the Cluster School and its students!

Saturday, June 19
4pm (reception)
5pm (performance)
Stuart-Hobson

Tickets: $10 (adults) and $5 (students)

May be purchased through Stuart-Hobson teacher Ms. Nzingha Tingling-Clemmons.

************************
Principal’s Post  |  Student Safety To & From School
From Principal Eatman:
Student safety is important.  Children should be encouraged to practice good safety habits.  Safety instruction is given at school and safety measures are practiced in the building and on the playground.  You can help your child develop good safety habits by providing safety instruction at home.

If your child walks home from school …

1.  Assist him/her in learning the safest route to and from school.
2.  Encourage him/her to use intersections when crossing a street rather than the middle of the block.  
3.  Encourage him/her to come home immediately after school.  Discourage any stops along the way home.
4.  He/She should obey traffic lights and look both ways before crossing the street.
5.  Remind your child to never accept rides or gifts from strangers.

************************
PTA Board & School Advisory Board (formerly LSRT ) Seeking New Members

Interested in being a member of the PTA board? Contact Joel Nelson with the nominating committee at joelnelson@hotmail.com (joelnelson at hotmail dot com).

The SAB is now looking for candidates for the next academic year. If you would be interested in contributing to your school with this group or would like to learn more, please contact either Philip Brady at philip.brady.lsrt@gmail.com (philip dot brady dot lsrt at gmail dot com) or (202) 546-4377 or Ed Lazere at lazere@dcfpi.org (lazere at dcfpi dot org) or (202) 841-0097. 

Get involved!
************************
End-of-School-Year Survey
Share your feedback on what’s worked and where there’s room for growth

As we begin winding down this year and start planning for the coming school year, please take five minutes to answer a few questions. We'd like to know about your experience at the Capitol Hill Cluster School this year -- what's been right, what could have been better, and what we should focus on over the summer and the coming year. Thanks in advance for your participation.

Complete the survey at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/June2010PTASurvey
************************
Enroll Now for 2010-11 School Year 
If you haven’t yet, please submit the enrollment forms for your child(ren) today.  Enrolling early helps DCPS makes sure your child's school is ready on August 23, and makes the first day of school easier for you and your child.

Get started with the enrollment process at:
http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/homepage-enroll
************************
Coming up at the Cluster

Next Week
*  Monday, June 14  |  Watkins Awards Ceremony, 4th grade @ 9:15am; 3rd grade & Elementary Montessori @ 10am
*  Monday, June 14  |  Community Meeting on Watkins AP Search at Watkins Library, 6:30pm
*  Tuesday, June 15 |  Stuart-Hobson Graduation (8th graders)
*  Tuesday, June 15  |  Watkins Awards Ceremony, 1st grade & Primary Montessori @9:15am; 2nd grade @10am
*  Wednesday, June 16  |  Watkins Promotion Ceremony (4th graders)
*  Wednesday, June 16  |  8th Grade Awards Breakfast Ceremony at Stuart-Hobson
*  Thursday, June 17  |  Peabody Promotion (K)
*  Thursday, June 17  |  Fifth Grade Awards Day at Stuart-Hobson
*  Thursday, June 17  |  8th Grade Dinner Dance
*  Thursday, June 17  |  LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm
*  Friday, June 18 | Regular school day 
*  Friday, June 18  |  8th Grade Class Picnic
*  Friday, June 18  |  Watkins Cinema Club Premiere at Ben’s Chili Bowl, 4pm
*  Saturday, June 19  |  Car Wash for S-H Athletics at Stuart-Hobson, 11am – 2pm
*  Saturday, June 19  |  Retirement Reception S-H Teachers: Thomasena Allen, Sandra Jenkins, Jan MacKinnon at Stuart-Hobson, 4pm (reception) & 5pm (performance)

Week of June 21
*  Monday, June 21  |  Watkins Cinema Club Screening at Watkins Cafeteria / Multi-Purpose Room, Mid-day through afternoon
*  Tuesday, June 22  |  Last Day of School for students and teachers
*  Thursday, June 24  |  PTA Board Transition Meeting, 6:30pm

During  Summer Break
* Monday, June 28  |  Summer School begins
*  Monday, June 28 – Friday, August 6  |  Culture Camp at Stuart-Hobson
*  July TBD  |  General PTA Meeting
*  Thursday, July 15  |  LSRT Meeting at Stuart-Hobson, 6 - 7:30pm
*  Thursday, July 22  |  PTA Board Meeting, 6:30pm
*  Saturday, August 21  |  Back-to-School Beautification Day at all three campuses, 8am – 1pm
*  Monday, August 23  |  First Day of School for Students
******************************************* 
Keep up with the Cluster. Log on to: 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org
 
Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 
Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
