Coming Up at the Capitol Hill Cluster School - August 27th, 2010

A weekly digest of news, announcements, and events
************************
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************************

1. Back to School Nights

Meet your child’s teachers, the administrative team, and fellow parents; learn what to expect this school year; and find out more about all the exciting things happening at the Capitol Hill Cluster School.

PEABODY – Tuesday, September 14  6:00-8:00pm

WATKINS – Wednesday, September 15  6:00-8:00pm

STUART-HOBSON – Thursday, September 16  6:00-8:00pm

SWS – Wednesday, September 29  5:00pm

************************

2. Be Included in the Cluster School Directory

We hope to include every family in the 2010-2011 CHCS directory. The directory is a wonderful resource for parents for organizing playdates, birthday parties, carpools, and more. Please make sure your family’s contact information is included in the directory by completing a very brief form at www.capitolhillclusterschool.org. The deadline is September 6th.
************************

3. Keep Up to Date with the New and Improved Cluster School Calendar

The CHCS administrative team has added their master calendar to the Cluster School website. The calendar has everything you need to know about events on all three campuses including PTA and SAB meetings, class field trips, football games, garden work days, and much more. Check it out at http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/?page_id=19. The CHCS Google calendar can be synced up with your Google or Outlook calendar.

************************

4. Food Services Round Table at Peabody

The Capitol Hill Green Schools Initiative will be hosting a roundtable discussion on DCPS food services, the Healthy Schools Act, and support for school gardens and schoolyard greening.

Jeff Mills, Director of Food Services

Diana Bruce, Director of Health and Wellness

Paula Reichel, Program Coordinator, Office of Food and Nutrition Services

Moderator: Andrea Northup from the DC Farm to School Network

Bring your questions and concerns to what is sure to be a lively and interesting discussion.

Tuesday, August 31, 2010

6:30 pm - 8 pm

Peabody Library (4th Floor)

************************

5. PTA Funds Available for Special Projects Requests Due October 15

The PTA has budgeted $28,000 to support special projects this year.  While all requests will be considered, priority will be given to ambitious projects in one of the following categories: arts integration, campus environment, and technology.

Last year these funds were awarded to projects such as the "Teach with O'Keeffe" partnership with the Phillips Collection at Peabody ($6000), signage for the Watkins gardens ($1500), and Netbook computers for 8th grade math at Stuart-Hobson ($7000), in addition to smaller activities like the film club at Watkins and tennis supplies at Stuart-Hobson.

To have a project considered for these funds, please complete a request form (available at: http://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/?page_id=68) and send it to abassow@... by COB October 15. (E-mail is preferred, but you also may drop your request in the PTA box at any campus.) The PTA will consider all requests at their meeting on October 26. If you have a more immediate need for funds, go ahead and submit your form early and include a note explaining when you need a response from the PTA.

************************

6. Follow the Cluster School on Facebook and Twitter

There are two new ways to keep up-to-the-minute with happenings at the Cluster School. The Capitol Hill Cluster School page on Facebook has news and event reminders and is a great way to share your school photos and news. You can also follow tweets about our school community at twitter.com/CHCSPTA.

Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Capitol-Hill-Cluster-School/135818373121456?ref=ts 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/CHCSPTA
************************

7. First Stuart-Hobson Football Game of the Season

The Stuart-Hobson Panthers kick off the football season with a game against Browne on Saturday, August 28th at 3:00pm at Anacostia High School. For more information, visit the team website at: http://leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=dcpanthers.

Stuart-Hobson vs. Browne

Saturday, August 28

3pm

Anacostia High School

************************

8. Meet the New Watkins AP - Dr. Jackson 

Dr Joan Jackson has joined the CHCS administrative team as the Assistant Principal for Watkins. Dr Jackson has a Doctorate in Education from George Mason University and invaluable experience as both a teacher and pre-college counselor. Prior to joining Watkins, Jackson worked as an AVID Coordinator at Central High School in Prince George’s County, one of Newsweek's Top 1500 Public High Schools in America for 2010. AVID, a college preparatory program that enables students to succeed in rigorous curricula, has a record for keeping underachievers in high school and getting them to go to college at rates double and triple that of the general school population. Please welcome Dr. Jackson to the Cluster community. She can be reached by e-mail at Joan.Jackson2@... or stop by her office at Watkins between 8am and 5pm.

************************

9. E-Scrip Safeway Shopping Rewards - 10% to the Cluster until September 14

Giving to the Cluster School is as easy as shopping for groceries if you register your Safeway Club Card with eScrip. And from August 11th to September 14th, 10% of your purchase goes to the Cluster School PTA. The eScrip program doesn’t cost you anything. Participating merchants contribute each time our registered families make a purchase and swipe their Safeway Club Card.

To register, go to https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp. Select Capitol Hill Cluster School PTA (Group ID# 150540698) and type in your information. You must have the actual Safeway Club Card number to register.  Please call Safeway customer service (1-877-723-3929) to retrieve your card number. You must renew each school year.

 ************************

10.  Together in Education at Harris Teeter Remember to Relink your VIC Card

With the Together in Education program, customers purchase Harris Teeter Brand products using their VIC card, and HT contributes a percentage of those purchase dollars to the school. Linking your VIC card to the CHCS is easy. Simply give the cashier your VIC card and the school’s TIE number (#7467) OR go to www.harristeeter.com.  Click on the “Community” tab, then Together in Education, enter your information and click “submit information”. This one time sign up process must take place each school year.

************************

11.  Remember to Submit your Proof of Residency  

If you have not done so already, please bring your proof of DC residency to the school office as soon as possible. In order for the Cluster School to receive full funding for the year, all students must be completely enrolled. Residency verification guidelines are available at http://dcps.dc.gov/DCPS/Learn+About+Schools/Enroll+in+a+School/Enrollment+Forms+for+DCPS#6
.

************************

12.  DC Awarded $75 Million in Federal Race to the Top Funding

The U.S. Department of Education announced on Tuesday that District of Columbia schools have been awarded $75 million in federal Race to the Top funding to continue key aspects of the ongoing school reform. The award is part of President Obama’s $3.3 billion Race to the Top grant competition. Nine other states, including Maryland, received a grant. The award is a result of a joint application submitted by DCPS, public charter schools, OSSE and the State Board of Education. This award will provide funding for improvements in both DC Public Schools and in charter schools.
************************

13.  Vote for the Cure - Help a Cluster School Family's Fight against Juvenile Myositis

Please help "Make Juvenile Myositis a Memory" for a family in our CHCS community by voting to keep this idea in the #2 grant-winning spot in the Pepsi Refresh Project’s $250,000 grant competition.

There are three ways to vote and you may vote all three ways every day until the competition ends on August 31. To vote by e-mail or facebook, go to http://www.refresheverything.com/makejmamemory. You can also vote via text (text 73744; put 100850 in the message).  

Go to http://www.curejm.org for more information.

************************

14.  Vince Gray and Marion Barry Visit Stuart-Hobson

City Council Chairman and mayoral candidate Vince Gray and Councilman Marion Barry visited Stuart-Hobson on the first day of school this year to tour classrooms that were recently modernized with $1.27 million awarded by the City Council. Mr. Gray was presented with a certificate of appreciation by an 8th grade student, Evelyn McPherson. Mr. Gray was pleased to receive the award, but stated that the grant could not have been possible without the help of his colleagues on the council.

************************

15.  Calendar - Upcoming dates

Next Week

* Saturday, August 28 | Stuart-Hobson vs. Browne Football Game at Anacostia High School, 3pm 

* Monday, August 30 | Peabody Garden Work Morning, 8 - 9am

* Tuesday, August 31 | Food Services Round Table at Peabody, 6:30 - 8pm

* Saturday, Sept 4 | Stuart-Hobson vs. Kelly Miller Football Game at Springarn High School, 3pm

Week of September 6

* Monday, Sept 6 | Labor Day - No School

* Wednesday, Sept 8 | Out of School Time Open House at Watkins, 6pm

* Thursday, Sept 9 | Stuart-Hobson vs Riverdale Baptist Football Game at Springarn High School, Time TBD

* Saturday, Sept 11 | CHCS Day at H Street Farmer's Market, 9am - 12pm

Week of September 6

* Monday, Sept 6 | Labor Day - No School

* Wednesday, Sept 8 | Out of School Time Open House at Watkins, 6pm

* Thursday, Sept 9 | Stuart-Hobson vs Riverdale Baptist Football Game at Springarn High School, Time TBD

* Saturday, Sept 11 | CHCS Day at H Street Farmer's Market, 9am - 12pm

Week of September 14

* Tuesday, Sept 14 | Peabody Back to School Night, 6-8pm

* Wednesday, Sept 15 | Watkins Back to School Night, 6-8pm

* Thursday, Sept 16 | Stuart-Hobson Back to School Night, 6-8pm

* Friday, Sept 17 | Professional Development Day - No School

************************

Keep up with the Cluster 
· Log on to: www.capitolhillclusterschool.org  

· Subscribe to the Cluster’s E-Newsletter to receive weekly updates by sending your e-mail address to announcements@chcspta.org                                           

· Become a fan of Facebook 

· Follow the Cluster on Twitter  
************************

Support the Cluster - Join the PTA 
www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/parents/pta.html
************************

Capitol Hill Cluster School 
A child-centered, community-supported DC public school creating learners in pre-school through grade 8 
 
Peabody Early Ed | SWS Reggio Emilia | Montessori | Watkins Elementary | 
Stuart Hobson Middle School 
 

