SY21-22 Peabody and Watkins
School Opening
August 2021

§ Mute your microphone upon entering the
videoconference and please stay muted if
you’re not speaking

§ Use your first and last name in your profile

Norms & Framing

§ Use the chat to ask questions and share
resources/ideas

§ Respect and support our community
§ Recognize that your opinion might not be
shared by everyone

§ Welcome & Introductions
§ Updates from DCPS, Peabody and

Agenda for Today

Watkins

§ Q&A
§ Note: guidance has been changing!
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§ Link placed in chat. Hardcopies will be sent
home first week.

§ Symptomatic Testing
§ Asymptomatic Testing – 10% of total

Testing Consent Forms

number of student attending pulled from
signed forms. More forms returned, wider
sample. Last year’s practice. Updates may
be pending

§ Both requires submission of this
completed Testing Consent Form

§ Masks will be required for staff, students, and
visitors.

§ In line with DC Health's latest guidance on mask

Masks

wearing, because students are in crowded
spaces while outdoors at DCPS, masks will be
required in outdoor settings (recess, PE, outdoor
learning activities). Mask breaks are allowed if
students are socially distanced.

§ Masks must be worn on school buses

§ Peabody - all classes will eat lunch in their

Lunch

classrooms.

§ Watkins pictures

§ Peabody - all classes will eat lunch in their classrooms.
§ Watkins - half of the grade level will eat lunch on one side of the
cafeteria with the dividing doors closed. The other half will eat
in classrooms. Classes will rotate throughout the year.

§ When one grade level is in the cafeteria, 20 minutes into the
lunch period (which is 30 minutes long), another grade level will

Lunch

enter the cafeteria on the other side.

§ Only the "stage-side" eaters will use the food service line. We
will eat on the stage to maximize distancing. The "parking-lot
side" eaters will have prepared to-go boxes ready for eating at
their tables, just like the eaters in their classrooms.

§ Max of 4 students will sit at each cafeteria table. Additional
tables added since pictures taken.

§ Students will have assigned seats in the cafeteria that
correspond to their assigned seats in the classroom. This will
minimize exposure.

§ Masks will be off ONLY when eating.

Peabody

§ Breakfast served in the cafeteria for all eaters 8:30 – 8:50
§ All other students arrive 8:30 – 9:00 on 1st floor foyer
§ Classes transition to rooms at 8:50. Team welcomes arrivals until
9am

Breakfast

Watkins

§ Breakfast served in cafeteria 8:10-8:30. 6 tables necessary per
typical number of student eaters

§ Grade levels line up and space out on other side of gym (door
closed)

§ Stage is used for eating
§ 4 students will sit at each cafeteria table
§ Masks will be off ONLY when eating
§ 8:40 transition to class. Arrivals at 8:40 or later can report
directly to class

§ Classes will be scheduled to ensure the lowest number
of students per room possible but there is no cap on the
number of students in a classroom

§ Student cohort interaction will be limited to the extent

Classrooms

feasible but there are no upper limits for cohort
interactions as there were in the spring

§ Adults will limit interaction with different student
classrooms to the extent feasible

§ Students will be separated by 3ft in classrooms in which
the number of students and square footage of the room
permits this

§ Classrooms will have a small group instructional
area that follows distancing guidelines

§ All students will face the same direction in the
classroom, when feasible

Classrooms
(continued)

§ Video of class set up w 3 feet.

§ When shared supplies must be used, use of supplies

Classrooms
(continued)

and equipment will be limited to one group of students
at a time and supplies will be cleaned and disinfected
between uses.

§ Adults will maintain 6 ft of distancing between students
and other adults to the extent feasible

§ Seating charts will be used in all classrooms to assist
with contact tracing, if necessary. Classroom seating
charts will correspond to cafeteria seating charts.

§ Before care and after care programming will also follow
social distancing and close contact guidelines

§ All students and staff will complete a daily health check
before entering the building. Patient Care Technicians
(PCTs) will support this

§ Temperature checks will no longer be part of the health

Health Screening,
Testing, and
Reporting

screening process

§ We will maintain a Health Isolation Room where anyone
presenting with symptoms of COVID would report for
screening

§ All school employees must be vaccinated or partake in
weekly testing

§ DCPS COVID-19 reporting guidance, including
community notices

§ A person who tests positive for COVID-19 must isolate

Quarantine
Requirements

for at least 10 days, show improvement of symptoms,
including no fever for 24 hours, and have a doctor's
note or note from local health department contact
tracing force clearing them for return.

§ A person who is unvaccinated and a close contact of
someone with COVID-19 must quarantine for at least 10
days from last day of exposure. Fully vaccinated people
do not have to quarantine unless they are experiencing
symptoms.

§ DC Health Close Contact Definition: In a K-12 setting, a
close contact is defined as: Someone who was within 6
feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes over a
24-hour period, starting from 2 days before illness onset
(or for asymptomatic infected people, 2 days prior to
positive test collection) until the time the infected person
is isolated.

Quarantine
Requirements

§ • UPDATE: Exception to close contact definition: in the K12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition
excludes students who were within 3-6 feet of an infected
fellow student where:
§ both students were engaged in consistent and correct use
of well- fitting face masks AND

§ other layered prevention strategies were in place (such as
universal mask wearing regardless of vaccination status,
physical distancing, and increased ventilation)

Quarantine
Requirements

When will a classroom close or go to hybrid/simulcast?

Quarantine Scenarios
- When 25% or more of the class is in quarantine, the instruction will be simulcasted.
Quarantining students learn at home.
Teacher feels well and can
instruct 100% virtually.
In person students are supervised by
substitute (teacher provides virtual
instruction).

A DCPS teacher needs to
quarantine due to DCPS
exposure OR other exposure

Students at home complete
asynchronous instruction.
Teacher does not feel well
and takes sick leave
Students at school have a substitute
teacher who provides instruction.

Quarantine Scenarios

A DCPS student needs to
quarantine.

Is it a quarantine due to an
exposure during DCPS
activities*?

Yes. Student will have live virtual
instruction (if teacher is available
and if there is more than 25% of the
class in quarantine); otherwise, the
student will receive asynchronous
instruction.

No. Student will access
asynchronous instruction.

* This includes before or after care

Travel

Quarantine
Requirements

§ For unvaccinated or partially vaccinated individuals
quarantine is recommended, but not required.

§ DCPS is not required to provide virtual instruction for
kids who are quarantining because of travel

§ Consistent with a District-wide policy, families who need
virtual learning must provide a medical consent
form signed by a physician or nurse practitioner that
explains why their student requires this option (i.e., a
documented medical need as determined by a health
professional).

§ Visit https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/sy21-22/virtual/ for

Virtual Instruction

more information

§ If 25% or more of a class has to quarantine because of a
positive case, instruction will shift to virtual, assuming the
teacher is well enough to teach.

§ Virtual, full-time live instruction may NOT take place for
individual students who are in quarantine or home sick.
Teachers will provide access to learning and feedback on
tasks.

§ Devices will be provided for students in quarantine.

§ Visitors will not be allowed into the buildings without a
prescheduled appointment. All meetings will be scheduled by
office personnel and must be approved by an administrator.

§ Whenever possible, meetings with parents, guardians, and
community members will be conducted virtually. If an in-person
visit is deemed essential, all health and safety guidelines will be
followed, and group size will be limited
§ Home visits will not occur this summer/fall. Welcome calls or

Other

outdoor community meet ups will be used instead

§ Back to School Night will be simulcast for families
§ PTA and LSAT meetings will be virtual

§ Enhanced cleaning will continue, and deep cleaning will be
conducted per DC Health guidelines. Playgrounds will be power
washed twice per week.

§ All HVAC enhancement work to improve filtration and ventilation
has been completed. DCPS is committed to the maintenance of
these enhancements. Schools will continue with HEPA filters in
classroom spaces, presence of IQA sensors, and has retained
contract with ASHRAE mechanical engineer.

Question &
Answer
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